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The brief Ageedah of the notable scholar Marcani (1306 H). An
Analytic and critical study.

By Mohammad Nagdy Hamed Abd al-Hamid, assistant professor of Agedah
and philosophy, al-Azhar University, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic studies
foe boys in Cairo

E-Mail: Mohamedabdelhamid.4@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract

Since the dawn of Islamic history until this day, Islamic scholars sought to
confirm the Islamic creed according to the Sunni methodology inherited from
the righteous ancestors — the companions of prophet Muhammad peace be
upon him and their followers who received it from him — in order to settle the
debates, avoid the causes of conflict, and confirm what the texts of the
honourable revelation showed; the subtle evidence and absolute proofs which
eliminate any doubt, avoid any deviation, and guide those who have any
uncertainty. It was a result of this methodology that the vast majority of
scholars of the Muslim nation in every place and time documented their
creeds in famous independent works which became clear testimonies to the
fact that what is in these works is the creeds of the people of true belief (Ahl
al-Haqq) which were inherited from the prophet peace be upon him and his
companions. Since the great follower Abu Hanifah started to document his
creed in his book The Greatest Jurisprudence (al-Figh al-Akbar) his deed
became a custom for the Muslim nation, resulting in a huge legacy rarely
found in any other nation, and the meticulous research and sound scientific
analysis showed that there is absolutely no disagreement among its writers
concerning their basic foundations, and that their disagreement about some
secondary issues is no more than a kind of discussion which does not make a
big difference according to the conclusion of some scholars, or that it is a kind
of terminological disagreement which does not result in a real disagreement
according to the conclusion of others. Then came lbn Taymiyya and his
followers who entered the theological arena without adequate equipment,
which led them astray away from the path of the people of true belief, and
their deviation was inherited by a group of people who were deceived by it,
either due to their minds being too weak to comprehend the meticulous
theological methodology which the former Sunni scholars established, or that
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they liked being different from the community of the people of true belief by
adopting what they thought to be a prestigious legacy and a notable mental
work despite the opinion of the scientific community being otherwise, yet the
Sunni scholars set things right and lifted the mist of fakeness until the Sunni
sky became clear again as it was before, then they followed their ancestors’
footsteps by documenting the creeds of the people of true belief in famous
works, but this time with the addition of remarks paying the readers’ attention
to the deviations and alerting them to the causes of conflict. As it is the case
in the works of 1bn Abd al-Salam, Taj al-Subki, Taqi al-Subki, Ibn Jama’ah,
Ibn Daqiq al-Eid, Burhan al-Naji, Ibn al-Rifa, al-Khatib al-Shirbini, al-
Laqgani, al-Bajuri, al-Bakri, and al-Dardir, Then came the knowledgeable
early modern Hanafi scholar al-Marcani in Transoxiana who followed the
footsteps of his ancestors when his region was infected with that old disease
— whose dormant germ was awakened by the hands of Muhammad Ibn Abd
al-Wahhab of Najd — by confirming in his Ageeda the aforementioned Sunni
foundations which every student must believe in and never depart from them,
because they are the correct creed of the people of the true creed, the one of
which those who don’t deserve the Truth are deprived. This paper is to clarify
the Ageedah of al-Marcani and reveal its essence, especially that we live in a
time of clash between different sects and ideologies.

Key words: al-Marcani of Kazan, Ageedah, people of the true belief,
Sihabetdin Marcani, Brief Ageedah..
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