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The Salaf Between Tafwidh (Delegation) and Ta'wil
(Interpretation): A Corrective Perspective

By: Abdel-Tawab Mohammed Mohammed Ahmed Othman
Department of Fundamentals of Religion, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Boys, Al-Azhar University, Cairo
Email: abdeltawabothman.4@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:
This research delves into the stance of the Salaf (Pious Predecessors) on the
issue of divine attributes and verses that might imply anthropomorphism. This
issue has been a major point of contention among Islamic sects and schools
of thought. While some deny attributing the concept of tafwidh (delegation)
to the Salaf, others deny attributing ta'wil (interpretation) to them.
Nevertheless, textual evidence confirms that the Salaf employed both tafwidh
and ta'wil. The research aims to determine the position of the Salaf on
tafawwuf and hermeneutics, restore the dispute to its original origins without
bias towards any sect or doctrine, and end - or minimize - the Salafi-Ash'ari
dispute over the validity of attributing tafawwuf and hermeneutics to the
Salaf, and attempts to answer the following questions: What is the Salaf's
position on delegation and what it means? What is the Salaf's position on
interpretation and is it reported from them? Did the Salaf dispense with
delegation in favor of interpretation? Or was interpretation among the
successors an extension of what the Salaf used to do? What is meant by
delegation among the Salaf? Is it limited to delegating only the qualitative?
How do we respond to the objections that face those who believe in delegation
or interpretation? What is the principle in dealing with ambiguous texts? This
research defines the Salaf, tafwidh, and ta'wil, presents evidence supporting
both concepts, and provides numerous examples of statements by the Salaf
during the first three noble centuries. It also addresses objections raised by
opponents. The conclusion reached is that the Salaf indeed adhered to
tafwidh, as supported by abundant evidence, but they also resorted to ta'wil
when necessary. However, such instances were infrequent due to their strong
faith and submission to God.
Keywords: Salaf, tafwidh, ta'wil, khalaf (later generations).
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