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Juristic Affiliation (Tamadhub) Between Scriptural Foundations and
Contemporary Intellectual Currents

Azza Mohamed Abdel-Rahman Radwan
Department of Figh. Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls — Cairo «

Al-Azhar University
Email: erdwan205040@gmail. com

Abstract:

Juristic affiliation (tamadhub) carries significant benefit. while its
abandonment entails substantial harm. The Muslim ummah has unanimously
agreed on the necessity of relying on the righteous predecessors for the proper
understanding of the Sharia. The tabi‘Gn (Successors) relied on the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with them). and the successors of the
tabi‘'in in turn relied on the former. continuing through successive
generations. This chain of reliance affirms that Sharia is transmitted and
derived through continuity. Sound transmission requires every generation to
receive knowledge from the preceding one through direct connection. and
sound derivation requires knowledge of earlier juristic schools to avoid

breaching consensus.
In today’s context. adherence to one of the well-established schools of

thought is both a religious and social necessity. It provides structure and
clarity to religious authority and preserves the unity and stability of the
Muslim community. protecting it from doctrinal chaos. Muslims are therefore
obligated to follow these recognized madhahib.

The study also addresses and refutes contemporary objections—often
propagated by those with ulterior motives—that claim the mere presence of
the Qur’an and Sunnah is sufficient for ijtihad. and that knowledge of
language tools alone suffices. These critics further argue that affiliation with
a madhhab hinders progress. fosters extremism. and imposes intellectual

guardianship that contradicts modern rational autonomy. Such claims.
however. are disproven by both historical reality and practical experience.

This research analyzes and refutes such claims through a structured scholarly
approach. It defines and contextualizes tamadhub. traces its historical

development. and addresses contemporary critiques with methodical
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rebuttals. The study concludes that juristic affiliation remains the natural path
toward attaining ijtihad. and a foundational means for cultivating judicial

acumen in judges and issuing sound fatwas—both critical safeguards for
social stability.

One of the most significant dangers today is the unchecked audacity toward
the legal schools and their imams. whose legacy is a treasure of Islamic

jurisprudence. Undermining their role is a gateway to destabilizing
foundational religious principles and spreading doctrinal confusion and
societal unrest.

Keywords: Juristic Affiliation (Tamadhub) — Imitation (Taqlid) — Ijtihad —
Guardianship — Sectarianism.
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