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Contemporary Challenges to Belief in the Unseen and Ways to
Confront Them in Light of Islamic Creed
Sally Misbah Abd al-Hafiz Salama Oweida
Department of Creed and Philosophy <Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls <Al-Qurain <Egypt
Email: sallyhafsa@gmail.com
University Email: sallymosbah22@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Belief in the unseen is a foundational pillar of faith in Islamic creed <and one
of the key concepts that shapes an individual's awareness <their relationship
with their Lord <and their understanding of themselves and the world around
them. However «this belief has faced significant challenges due to
contemporary intellectual and technological advancements <leading to
organized campaigns of skepticism. These challenges are primarily driven by
materialistic <atheistic ideologies «and extreme rationalism <which deny
anything beyond sensory perception and seek to confine knowledge to what
can be directly observed «disregarding the limitations of human intellect.
With the rise of modern technology and social media platforms <these ideas
have become influential in shaping the mindset of youth. After failing to
eradicate belief in the unseen through military conquest <these ideologies
have turned to intellectual invasion—using skepticism as their tool to weaken
religious faith and prepare the ground for the spread of materialism. This <in
turn <leads to the deterioration of moral values and a loss of a sense of
personal responsibility.

This research aims to highlight the importance of belief in the unseen and its
role in nurturing a well-rounded and balanced personality. It also seeks to
raise awareness among Muslim youth regarding the risks posed by these
challenges by exposing their philosophical and scientific shortcomings. The
study provides practical solutions for confronting these challenges based on
the Islamic creed <emphasizing the integration of both reason and revelation.
Additionally <the research draws upon the efforts of Islamic scholars to
address the matters of the unseen «revealing the fallacies in the arguments of
the skeptics and highlighting their contradictions.

The research uses an analytical <inductive <«and critical approach to
demonstrate the fragility of the arguments against belief in the unseen «
showing that these doubts lack sound reasoning and are based on flawed
analogies and logical fallacies. These arguments ignore what has been
substantiated by reason and fail to acknowledge that human intellect is
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inherently limited. Furthermore <the research underscores the contributions
of Islamic scholars in defending belief in the unseen «providing a
comprehensive response to these doubts.

The study concludes with several key findings <including that sound
reasoning is always in harmony with clear revelation <and that scientific
progress does not undermine belief in the unseen <but rather affirms its
necessity. Belief in the unseen transcends the limits of empirical observation
and represents a vital aspect of understanding reality. Therefore <rejecting the
unseen under the guise of rationalism is an irrational position that limits the
scope of human understanding and confines us to the observable world. The
study calls for a contemporary religious discourse that addresses both minds
and hearts <responding to doubts with scientific rigor and logical clarity. This
will foster the development of a well-informed <balanced generation—one
that appreciates the value of scientific knowledge while embracing belief in
the unseen <recognizing that some truths can only be grasped through divine
revelation.

Keywords: Challenges <Belief <Unseen <Islamic Creed
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