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The Phenomenon of Pausing at the End of Words and its Impact
on the Syllabic System in the Holy Quran: A Descriptive
Analytical Study

Ahmed Abul-Fadl Hussein Salim
Department of Linguistics. Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for

Men. Cairoc Al-Azhar University. Egypt.

Email: ahmedselim.4@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:
The objective of this research is to trace pausing (wagf) as a phonetic

phenomenon and its impact on the Quranic word:« in terms of clarifying
the change that occurs to the linguistic sound in the Holy Quran« or the
phonetic syllable« as a result of pausing at the end of words. It also aims
to highlight the significance of this phonetic phenomenon and its effect
on speech¢ and to explain how pausing at the end of words is
approached by linguists and scholars of Quranic readings.

We find that pausing has a significant and important impact on the
syllabic structure of the sounds or syllables that are paused upon:¢
whether through the meeting of two consonants (sukoon)« elision
(omission)« addition« transposition« or substitution« whether this occurs
in consonants or vowels. Pausing often leads to a change in the form of
the syllable being paused upon< which is clearly manifested in the
transformation of some sounds or syllables from a five-syllable
structure to a three-syllable structure« from a four-syllable structure to
a two-syllable structure« and from two-syllable verse endings to a single
long syllable« which is consistent with the Arabic syllabic system.
This study relies on a descriptive analytical approach to pausing as a
phonetic phenomenon and its impact on the syllabic distribution of the
linguistic sound (the Quranic word) before and after pausing¢ using
examples from the Holy Quran.

At the end of the research¢ | reached results< the most important of
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which are: Pausing is a phonetic performance phenomenon that
accompanies spoken discourse or the articulatory process in particular«
and its use has become widespread in relation to reading the Holy
Quran. It became clear to us through the applied study that pausing has
a significant and important impact on the syllabic structure of the
sounds or syllables being paused upon:« regardless of the type of pause«
by changing the form of the syllable being paused upon. This is evident
through the transformation of some sounds or syllables from a five-
syllable structure to a three-syllable structure< from a four-syllable
structure to a two-syllable structure< and from two-syllable verse
endings to a single long syllable« which is consistent with the Arabic
syllabic system. It also became apparent to us that the sukoon (absence
of vowel) has a functional value and is powerful enough to affect the
form of the syllable paused upon with sukoon.

Keywords: Stop, words, system, syllabic, sounds
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