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Shari‘ah Governance and the Issue of Sovereignty: Between
Islamic Texts and Modernist Overreach
Yusuf bin Al-Hussein Afikass
Former Visiting Professor. Department of Islamic Studies. Faculty of Arts
and Humanities. Ibn Tofail University. Kenitra. Morocco
Religious Affairs Consultant. Islam Mosque Foundation. The Hague.

Netherlands
Email: ifikassyoussef@agmail. com

Abstract:

The issue of sovereignty between Islamic texts and modernist overreach lies
in the tension between the traditional Islamic concept of sovereignty as the
sole authority of God in legislation and the attempts of modernists to
reinterpret texts to serve contemporary views that may transcend religious
references. The term "sovereignty" (al-Hakim) has been used in Islamic
jurisprudence for centuries to denote Allah as the sole source of legislation.

thus negating the modernity of the concept. Modernists often overlook this
original root and impose Western concepts onto the structure of the text. This
creates an issue in the politicization and misinterpretation of the term outside
its legitimate Shari‘ah context.

Research Goals and Methodology:

This study adopts a comparative and analytical methodology to address the
issue of sovereignty. The analytical method is employed to deconstruct the
concepts associated with sovereignty in the Qur'anic texts and Islamic
jurisprudence. while the comparative method allows for a confrontation of

these concepts with the modernist reinterpretations that have redefined the

term according to contemporary intellectual backgrounds.

The research aims to:

1. Clarify the original meaning of sovereignty within the Islamic context.

2. Uncover the interpretative deviations in modernist discourse.

3. Defend the Islamic reference point and demonstrate the originality of the
term in the Islamic jurisprudential heritage.

Keywords: Quranic Text. Sovereignty. Principles of Jurisprudence.
Modernity. Interpretation. Islamic Legislation. Islamic Reference.
Sovereignty of the Ummah.
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