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Disagreement Among Jurists: Its Concept, Causes, and Refutation of
Related Suspicions

Mohammed bin Mubarak bin Ubaid Al-Qahtani
Associate Professor of Comparative Jurisprudence — University of Hafr Al-
Batin

Email: DR.MO@UHB.EDU.SA

Abstract:

This study aims to refute the suspicions raised against Islam due to the
differences among jurists. To that end, it begins by clarifying the true nature
of juristic disagreement through defining the terms "disagreement” and
"jurists,” then offering a general explanation. The study concludes that
disagreement among jurists refers to the multiplicity of opinions by qualified
jurists regarding subsidiary practical matters.

To clarify the nature of such disagreements, the research outlines the types of
juristic differences and the general causes behind them.

The paper also highlights the commendable efforts made by scholars to dispel
misconceptions surrounding Islam due to these disagreements. It notes that
understanding several fundamental principles can aid in refuting such doubts,
including: the obligation to follow the Sharia and judge by what Allah has
revealed, recognizing that human disagreement is a divine decree, the
legitimacy of ijtihad (independent reasoning) in legal rulings, awareness of
the levels of juristic differences, and the proper stance toward such
disagreements.

The study further points to the inconsistency of those who raise these
objections: they accept disagreement in various other domains yet criticize
juristic disagreement—despite the latter being neither a flaw in the Sharia nor
a deficiency, but rather evidence of its flexibility and richness. Ironically,
these critics have inverted the matter, turning a point of strength into what
they claim is a point of weakness.

Keywords: Jurists — Disagreement — Causes — Suspicions
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