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The Protection of Women in Islam in the Face of Contemporary
Challenges: The Hijab and Its Changes as a Model

Iman Mohamed Shaaban Ibrahim

Lecturer of Comparative Jurisprudence, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls, Al-Qalyubia — Al-Azhar University

Email: eshaban474@gmail.com

Abstract:

The issue of the hijab has become increasingly important in recent years, as
it has undergone significant changes, particularly in how it is influenced by
fashion trends. Western civilization and its products have profoundly affected
clothing styles, including the hijab, facilitated by technology and social
media. This represents a contemporary challenge for Muslim women,
especially young women, who are now adopting a hijab that aligns more with
fashion and modernization under the guise of modesty. These modern
headscarves often expose the neck, ears, and parts of the hair, as well as
jewelry and earrings. This type of hijab does not fulfill the religious
obligations but rather serves as a social garment that follows trends, devoid
of religious values.

Therefore, it is essential to explore how Islam protects women in the face of
these contemporary challenges, particularly with regard to the hijab.

This research aims to study the concept of the Islamic hijab, its components,
the boundaries of a woman's awrah (private parts that must be covered), and
the challenges Muslim women face concerning the hijab. It also aims to
explain how Islam protects women by providing a legal perspective that
requires a thorough understanding in light of contemporary changes.

Keywords: Hijab, Nigab, Khimar, Jilbab, Face-covering.
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