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Faith-Based Superiority: Its Means and Impact in Confronting
Westernization
Luay Ghaleb Hussein Al-Samadi
Haseen Center for Research and Studies, Kuwait
Email: luay.smadi@gmail.com

Abstract :

This research aims to explain the concept of faith-based superiority (Al-Istila’ al-
Imani), its legitimacy, and analyze its impact on resisting the phenomenon of
westernization, which threatens Islamic identity, by highlighting the legitimate
means that strengthen this concept in the hearts of Muslims.

The research starts with a foundational explanation of the concept of faith-based
superiority, defined as an inner feeling of pride derived from faith, not from material
or racial superiority, distinguishing it from the condemned arrogance (kibr). The
legitimacy of this concept is supported by texts from divine revelation, affirming its
necessity for the believers in all circumstances.

The research then addresses the phenomenon of westernization as an intellectual
project that aims to weaken the Muslim's identity and disrupt their loyalty by
diminishing the value of Islam and inflating the image of Western civilization. It
highlights that the most dangerous tool of westernization is the destruction of the
internal psychological immunity, and presents faith-based superiority as an effective
defensive tool in building trust and establishing intellectual immunity.

The research also reviews the most significant practical means to achieve faith-
based superiority, which include: strengthening belief in Allah, holding onto Him,
providing rational foundations for belief, debunking heretical ideas, clarifying the
concept of disbelief, diminishing the importance of the worldly life (Dunya) in
comparison to the Hereafter (Akhirah), appreciating the merits of Islam, following
examples of faith-based superiority, preserving the distinctiveness of Islamic
identity, and seeking guidance from divine revelation.

The research methodology is based on the inductive analysis of Shari'ah texts and
interpreting their implications within the context of the contemporary civilizational
conflict.

The research concludes that strengthening faith-based superiority requires
solidifying belief in Allah, reliance on Him, establishing rational arguments based
on truth, refuting falsehoods, and maintaining clear doctrinal distinctions while
viewing the world from a Hereafter perspective.

The researcher recommends solidifying this concept within the discourse of Islamic
preaching and education, boosting the confidence in the superiority of Islam among
youth, and intensifying scientific efforts to dismantle westernizing narratives with
firm, scientific language.

Keywords:

Faith-based Superiority, Westernization, Islamic Identity, Pride, Trust in Allah
(Tawakkul), Demonstrative Proof, Dawah, Cultural Resistance.
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