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Attempts to Bridge the Gap Between the Hanbalis and the
Ash'arites
Mosaad Abdel Salam Abdel Khaleq Abdel Salam
Department of Islamic Creed, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Boys,
Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
Email: mosaadabdelsalam.4@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to establish valid principles for reconciliation between the
schools of Ahl al-Sunnah in general, with a particular focus on the Hanbali
and Ash'ari schools. It also includes practical approaches to reconcile the key
issues of disagreement between the two schools by attributing the differences
to linguistic and terminological variances, making reconciliation a feasible
task. Most of the controversial issues can be bridged around a point that
alleviates division and narrows the gap.

The research is divided into an introduction, three main sections, and a
conclusion. The introduction discusses the significance of unity among the
members of the ummabh, the importance of the research, its objectives, and
methodology. The first section is titled "The Concept and Necessity of
Reconciliation."” The second section is titled "The Hanbalis and Ash'arites:
From Agreement to Disagreement.” The third section focuses on "Attempts
at Reconciliation Between the Hanbalis and Ash'arites”. The conclusion
summarizes the main findings, recommendations, and scientific indices of the
study.

Methodology:

The research follows an inductive, analytical, descriptive, and deductive
approach.

Results:

One of the key findings of this research is that the desired reconciliation is the
goal of all rational individuals attempting to bridge the divide between
intellectual schools within Ahl al-Sunnah. The adherents of these schools can
converge on a singular point: mutual respect, love, counsel, and
complementarity. This approach aims to unite the ummah, removing
fragmentation and division. Reconciliation, however, does not mean merging
the intellectual schools within Ahl al-Sunnah into a single ideology. Rather,
the goal is to promote the recognition of distinct intellectual schools within
Ahl al-Sunnah while rejecting fanaticism and the negation of other schools.
Keywords: Reconciliation, Ahl al-Sunnah, Ash'arites, Hanbalis, Necessity,
Feasibility.
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