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Refuting the Misconceptions Raised by the Orientalist Watt Regarding the
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Makkah
Ibrahim bin Yusuf bin Saif Al-Aghbari
Department of General Requirements, College of Shari‘a Sciences,
Sultanate of Oman, Muscat.
Email: ialagbri@css.edu.om
Abstract:
Orientalists have extensively documented the Prophet's military campaigns
(Ghazawat). While some approached these studies with fairness, the majority were
biased, portraying the Prophet's wars as mere raids aimed at plunder, loot,
domination, expanding influence, and establishing a political state. Among these
orientalists is Montgomery Watt, who challenged the authenticity of most of the
Prophet's expeditions and raised numerous misconceptions concerning the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Makkah.
The primary motivation for this research is to trace Watt's misconceptions and
provide robust academic refutations. The significance of this study lies in identifying
and thoroughly examining these misconceptions, subsequently proposing effective
methods for their rebuttal.
This research addresses two critical questions: What specific misconceptions did
Watt present regarding the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Makkah?
And how can these be effectively countered using insights from the Prophet's
biography (Seerah Nabawiyyah) and the perspectives of prominent Muslim scholars
(Ulama)?
The researcher employed a historical methodology to present a detailed biography
of Watt and his principal views on the Prophet's military campaigns. A descriptive
methodology was utilized to meticulously track the texts related to the
misconceptions he raised, followed by an analytical methodology to critically study
and interpret these texts.
The research is structured into three main sections:
o The first section offers an overview of Orientalism and Orientalists, focusing on
the misconceptions they propagated regarding the Prophet's military campaigns.
e The second section introduces Montgomery Watt, detailing the misconceptions
he raised about the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah and providing comprehensive
rebuttals.
e The third section examines the misconceptions Watt put forth concerning the
Conquest of Makkah.
The research concludes with a summary of its key findings. Notably, it highlights
Watt as one of the most prominent orientalists to instigate doubts about the Treaty
of Hudaybiyyah and the Conquest of Makkah. Furthermore, it concludes that the
misconceptions he presented lack historical evidence and primarily reflect the
author's personal interpretations of the Prophet's biography.
Keywords: Orientalists, Montgomery, Misconceptions, Treaty of Hudaybiyyah,
Conquest of Makkah, Military Campaigns.
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