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Clarification of the Sunnah:

A Study on the Conformity of Muslim Understanding with Prophetic
Intent and Refutation of Westernists Attempts at Semantic Distortion

Faisal bin Sayyid Muhammad bin Humayd bin Hasan bin Yisuf al-Qallaf
Department of Tafsir and Hadith, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies,
Kuwait University

Email: faisal.algallaf@ku.edu.kw

Abstract:

One of the foundational tenets of faith in Islam is that the religion cannot be upheld
without adherence to the Prophetic Sunnah, which serves as the detailed revelation
that explicates and clarifies the Qur'an. Adherence to the Sunnah requires a precise
grasp of its meanings to ensure that rulings derived from it align with the Prophet’s
intended message. Westernists have strenuously sought to undermine the Sunnah
through semantic distortion, offering interpretations that strip it of its intended
purposes to make it conform to Western ideologies and systems, ultimately aiming
to dismantle Islam from within.

This study seeks to safeguard the Sunnah from such threats and is organized into five
sections:

1.

The first section affirms that the clarity (bayan) of the Sunnah is a fundamental
tenet, rooted in indisputable religious principles and linguistic certainties,
supported by extensive and varied proofs.

The second section establishes that the Sunnah conveys its meanings with
precision and authority, and any obscurity perceived by individuals stems from
personal shortcomings rather than from flaws in the wording or intent of the
texts.

The third section illustrates the Prophet’s exemplary elucidation of the religion
and how Muslims preserved and transmitted not only the wording but also the
meanings of his Sunnah through scholarly commentary and communal practice.
The fourth section exposes the nature, aims, and rulings of Westernism, analyzes
how modern critical methods are used to alter the intended meanings of the
Sunnah, and rebuts these distortions through extensive evidence and by severing
their ties to valid Islamic jurisprudential principles.

The fifth section highlights the grave consequences of claiming ambiguity in the
Sunnah as a pretext for semantic distortion, demonstrating that the corruption of
such premises invalidates the conclusions drawn from them.

Keywords: Clarification, Sunnah, Maqasid Al-Shari‘ah, Perfection of Religion,
Preservation of Religion, Westernism, Distortion, Modernism..
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