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The Major Doubts Raised Against the Sunnah and the Efforts of
Scholars in Refuting Them: Collection. Study. and Analysis

Ahmad Mohamed Hussein Godah

Department of Fundamentals of Religion. College of Shari'a Sciences.
Muscat. Sultanate of Oman

Email: agodah@css. edu. om

Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the efforts of scholars in refuting doubts raised
by those who question the authenticity of the Prophetic Sunnah from time to
time. The primary objective of these doubts is to undermine trust in the
Sunnah. thus leading to the collapse of understanding and applying the

Islamic Sharia. which is founded on the eternal miracle of the Qur'an. The
research also aims to demonstrate that these doubts are both old and new. and

that the ill-intentioned individuals behind them exploit the lack of awareness
among many Muslims regarding the strong responses and efforts made by
scholars to defend the Sunnah. The study focuses on key issues in the Sunnah.

such as the writing and compilation of the Sunnah. its authority. and other
related topics. Furthermore. it emphasizes that the foundational

methodological structure of Hadith scholars has not been affected by concerns
regarding the narration of some hadiths in meaning or the existence of
fabricated reports and liars. On the contrary. these issues reflect the clarity of
vision that the Hadith scholars have maintained since the early days of Islam.
through the centuries. by the grace and guidance of Allah. These scholars'
critical methodologies have even been acknowledged by some of the very
critics and skeptics. including non-Muslims.

The research employs an inductive methodology to trace these efforts from
various sources. as far as possible. followed by a descriptive and analytical
approach to illustrate the significance and value of these scholarly efforts in
serving the Prophetic Sunnah.

The study concludes with findings emphasizing the meticulous and
distinguished methodology employed by Hadith scholars in classical Hadith
and Usul works. Most of these doubts are weak and crumble in the face of
clear facts. and some have been crafted maliciously. but they have been

effectively countered by Hadith experts. In the modern era. these efforts have
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taken the form of specialized books. clear academic theses. and concise
research focused on specific aspects. as well as collaborative efforts by

several researchers in the form of encyclopedias to address the issues
comprehensively and specific hadiths in detail. Additionally. efforts have
been made through websites and forums on the internet.

The study recommends the importance of presenting these scholarly efforts
in a clear and concise manner for general students and the Muslim public by
including them in educational curricula. especially in Islamic education.

history books. and through targeted community programs by specialized

universities. It also suggests enhancing purposeful websites on the internet to
further promote this knowledge.

Keywords: Doubts — Skeptics — Prophetic Sunnah — Scholars’ Efforts —
Refutations
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