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In the name of Allah <the Most Gracious <the Most Merciful
Al-Hafiz Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ali Al-Suri (d. 441 AH): His

Contributions <Hadith Works <and Methodology in Criticizing Narrators
Suhair Hassan Mustafa Mohamed
Department of Hadith and Its Sciences «<Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies
for Girls <Sohag <Al-Azhar University <Egypt
Email: suhairmohamed.279@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research sheds light on one of the prominent hadith scholars of his time «
Imam Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ali Al-Suri. The study explores his
contributions <scholarly and hadith works <his critique of narrators «the
clarification of their status in terms of al-Jarh wa al-Ta'd1l (disparagement and
validation) <and his methodology in evaluating them. The study aims to gather
the scattered statements of Imam Al-Suri across various books «clarifying his
methodology and precision <whether in his critique of narrators (by
"discrediting" or "validating") <his recording of their dates of birth and death «
or his work in distinguishing similar or different names «lineages <and so on—
areas in which Imam Al-Suri excelled.

However <the primary focus was on his efforts and his methodology in al-Jarh
wa al-Ta'dil (narrator disparagement and validation). Otherwise <Al-Hafiz Al-
Suri had extensive expertise and numerous works in the field of al-Mukhtalif
wa al-Mu’talif (homographic and heterophonic names) <influenced in this by
his teacher <'Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdisi. This study has revealed the vastness
of Imam Al-Suri’s knowledge and that he clarified for us the status of
narrators in terms of jarh and ta'dil who «without him <would have remained
among the unknown. He commented on narrators whom no one else had
discussed «and the Imams—Dboth his teachers and those who came after him—
relied upon his verdicts <agreed with him <and | have not come across anyone
who contradicted his ruling in jarh or ta'dil. For this reason <Imam Al-Suri is
considered among the moderate scholars in al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil. This study
also revealed the extent of Imam Al-Suri's precision and diligence in his
statements about narrators «whether concerning al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil <the
biographical dates of narrators (their births <deaths <and so on) <or matters
related to al-Mukhtalif wa al-Mu’talif in their names <lineages <and otherwise.

Keywords: Hafiz <Al-Suri <tMuhaddith <Narrators «Criticism «Validation.
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