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The Narrators Mentioned by Ibn Hibban in His Book Al-Thigat Who
Were Disputed by the Critics: An Applied Critical Study

Youssef Gouda Yassin Youssef
Department of Islamic Studies, Taibah University, Medina, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
Email: sgarni@ub.edu.sa
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the narrators mentioned by Imam lbn Hibban
in his book Al-Thigat without hesitation as companions in the context of the
six major hadith collections (Kutub al-Sittah). The study addresses the
disagreements among hadith critics regarding these narrators, seeking to
explore the foundations and criteria on which the hadith scholars based their
judgments on the companionship of the narrators, supported by hadith-based
evidence and historical sources. These criteria help determine whether the
narrators were companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) or members
of the generation of followers (tabi‘in), and the subsequent implications on
their evaluation as trustworthy or untrustworthy narrators. The study also
examines the impact of these disagreements on the field of mursal hadith and
the related legal rulings.
After thoroughly investigating these criteria and evidence, the study discusses
three key areas:
1. The establishment of the criteria for validating companionship according
to hadith scholars, its nature, characteristics, and conditions.
2. The main causes for the differences among scholars in identifying the
companions.
3. The significance of balancing the opinions of critics in confirming
companionship, providing a strong foundation for the criteria based on which
scholars issue their judgments.
Finally, the study engages with the practical aspect of the research, presenting
a range of results, statistics, and recommendations that are highlighted in the
conclusion, hoping that this will help clarify complex matters and bring
together diverse perspectives.
Keywords: Narrators, Al-Thigat, Companions, Criticism, Ibn Hibban
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