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The Nuances of Conciseness (Ijmal) in the Holy Quran: Navigating
Exegetical Divergences and Orientalist Misconceptions

Eslam Abdel-Aty Elyaan Mohamed Al-Husseiny

Department of Quranic Sciences, Faculty of the Holy Quran for Readings and
their Sciences, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

Email: eslam.abdelaty.elyan@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research delves into the phenomenon of conciseness (ijmal) in the Holy
Quran, aiming to demonstrate that varying interpretations among exegetes do
not signify ambiguity in the Quranic text or a failure to grasp its meanings.
True comprehension of concise expressions isn't immediate; it requires a
process of clarification, deeper inquiry, and profound contemplation. The
study underscores that ijmal in the Quran is a deliberate feature, rooted in
profound divine wisdom and diverse reasons. It meticulously examines the
criticisms leveled by orientalists against the Quran, highlighting their
persistent attempts to undermine its authority, distort its message, and sow
seeds of doubt. Their goal, it argues, is to alienate audiences from the Quran
and deform its true meanings.

The research posits that divergence among tafsir scholars in explaining
concise words and phrases is a natural and expected outcome. Consequently,
it's illogical for orientalists to exploit ijmal, its underlying causes, and the
differing exegetical views as grounds for skepticism and attacks on the divine
scripture. This study also seeks to affirm that the Quran contains no words or
phrases lacking clear indications, even if understood through one of many
reasonable interpretations. This holds true even for concepts whose full
knowledge rests solely with Allah, as He has revealed enough for human
intellect to grasp their essential meanings. To achieve these objectives, a
descriptive-analytical methodology was employed, involving a thorough
examination of relevant passages, encompassing their identification,
description, classification, critical evaluation, and analytical exposition.

My research explores the concept of ijmal, detailing the exegetical differences
surrounding it, and subsequently scrutinizes the orientalists' misconceptions.
Through rigorous analysis, I aim to uncover their true intentions, highlight
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the dangers of their interpretations, and anticipate their potential
ramifications. This is followed by a robust refutation and critique of these
misconceptions, meticulously addressing the evidence they present. The
approach remains objective throughout, avoiding any personal attacks and
focusing solely on the intellectual substance.

The study is structured with an introduction, a preliminary section, two main
chapters, a conclusion, and indices. The introduction outlines the rationale for
selecting the topic, its significance, the research methodology, procedures,
and overall plan. The preliminary section defines key terminology. The first
chapter is dedicated to discussing the concepts of concise (mujmal) and
clarified (mubayyan) in the Quran. The second chapter presents practical
examples of mujmal, illustrating the contrast between exegetical differences
and orientalist misconceptions. A key finding of this research is that despite
the orientalists' academic prowess, their extensive exposure to diverse
scholarly sources across various fields, and their persistent efforts to
weaponize this knowledge against the Quran's language, their linguistic
shortcomings consistently impede their comprehension of Quranic styles,
repeatedly exposing the depth of their ignorance.

Keywords: Conciseness (Ijmal) - Divergence - Exegetes - Misconceptions -
Orientalists
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