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The Love appointment between the Cultures of meaning and Art
in the Introduction of the Jahiliyya Poem

Khalaf bin Saad bin Khalaf Althobaiti

Department of Arabic Language, Wadi Al-Dawasir Branch, College of
Education

in Al-Kharj, Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

Email: k.althobaiti@psau.edu.sa
Abstract:

This study adopts a cultural reading approach, focusing on the poetic
corpus of the introductory sections of the pre-Islamic ode (qasidah). Its
central premise is that the poet, while depicting his passionate love for
a beloved woman, evokes an anticipated rendezvous between them—
one they both desire—yet this meeting never materializes. Instead, it is
consistently met with the beloved’s failure to honor it. The poet
explicitly expresses this disappointment, raising questions about the
existence of this image, the poet’s motives for invoking it, its recurrence
among multiple poets, and the cultural significance of its presence, both
in terms of communal cultural values and the aesthetic norms that shape
the artistic reception of poetry in that era.

The research of the study is structured based on the idea of the promised
but unfulfilled meeting as it appears in early Arab culture, its
representation by poets to convey a particular cultural meaning, and its
artistic incorporation to achieve a distinctive poetic quality. This
research arises from a conceptual problem concerning the authority of
culture over art, the extent of the presence of chastity and its influence
on the introductory sections of the ode, the balance between sensual
love poetry and chastity, and other related issues. It also stems from the
study’s aims, which include exploring the inherited cultural depth of the
concept of an appointment and the importance of fulfilling it in
communal culture; revealing the nature of the poet’s investment in the
symbolic import of such an appointment as encoded within societal
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culture to serve his literary purposes; uncovering the role of cultural
authority in determining artistic forms; and highlighting how the poet’s
invocation of the rendezvous idea helps present a more emotionally
resonant image that aligns with the community’s aesthetic cultural
standards.

To achieve these objectives, the study employs cultural criticism and its
methodological tools—not only to uncover implicit cultural patterns
that may reveal cultural blemishes, but also to examine how culture
continuously participates in the production of the text. Ultimately, the
study arrives at several conclusions, including the following: Culture
exerts a strong and active influence on the production of the poetic text,
both in terms of meaning and artistic form. On the conceptual level, it
mediates between sensual love and the affirmation of chastity; on the
artistic level, the idea of the appointment and its breach transforms
static imagery into one suffused with dynamism and movement.
Reading poetry within the framework of cultural aesthetics rescues it
from the burden of spurious historical narratives. The study
recommends further research into this concept in other periods of early
poetry, noting that the idea has acquired new dimensions that could
yield fresh readings of classical Arabic poetry.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Poetry, prologue of ruins, flirting, appointment,
cultural criticism, poetics of culture.
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