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Translating the Meanings of the Holy Qur’an into foreign
Languages and the Attitudes of the Grand Imams of Al-Azhar
towards it in the past and at present

By: Amal Al- Sayed Abdel- Fattah Abdel- Majeed
Department of Linguistics

Faculty of Education

Mansoura University, Egypt

Abstract

This research paper aims at identifying the attitudes of the Grand Imams of
Al-Azhar Al-Sharif towards the issue of translating the meanings of the Holy
Qur’an, in the past and at present; if they developed independent viewpoints
concerning this issue. The paper highlights the attitude of Sheikh Muhammad
Mustafa Al- Maraghi who approved the process of translation, and submitted
a project to the Sheikhdom of Al-Azhar, then forwarded it to the Prime
Minister to provide the necessary credit for this project. Imam / Muhammad
Al-Khidr Hussein permitted transferring the meanings of the Holy Qur’an to
foreign languages considering it a kind of interpretation, not as a typical
translation of the original text. Then comes the era of Imam al-Tayeb who
expanded the process of translation in general and translating the meanings
of the Holy Qur’an in particular. However, such expansion is subject to strict
disciplines within Al Azhar Center for Translation. The research paper
contains an introduction, a preamble, three chapters and a conclusion. The
introduction and the preamble display the reasons beyond translating the
meanings of the Holy Qur’an, its provision, its divisions as well as the terms
and conditions. The first chapter is dedicated to Sheikh Muhammad Mustafa
Al-Maraghi and his attitude towards translating the meanings of the Holy
Qur’an into other languages whereas the second chapter highlights Sheikh
Muhammad Al-Khidr Hussein and his attitude regarding translating the
meanings of the Holy Qur’an into other languages. As for the third chapter, it
demonstrates Sheikh Ahmed Al-Tayeb’s era and his viewpoint concerning
translating the meanings of the Holy Qur’an into other languages. Finally, the
conclusion sums up the findings of the research paper and its
recommendations.
Key words: translation, the Holy Qur’an, meanings, the Grand Imams of Al-
Azhar, foreign languages, past, lately..
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