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The Grand Imam of Al- Azhar Sheikh Gad al- Hag Ali Gad al- Haq (May Allah
have Mercy on him) and his Attitude towards Women going out to Work
An Interpretive Study of the Story of Moses (peace be upon him) and the Two
Daughters of Shu’aib (peace be upon him
By: Fatima Al-Sayyid Muhammad Abu Talib Nassif
Department of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences
Faculty of Islamic and Arab Studies for Women in Kafr El-Sheikh
Azhar University
Abstract
The present research paper aims at clarifying the attitude of Sheikh Gad al- Hag Ali
Gad al- Hag towards the issue of women going out to work. It also demonstrates the
fatwas (opinions) related to such issue throughout the legacy of the Grand Imam
(May Allah have mercy on him) and how far they agree with the fatwas of the present
time. Moreover. this research paper is designed to draw the attention of the

researchers in the field of interpretation and Qur’anic sciences to the scholarly
heritage of the Grand Imam (May Allah have mercy on him). and utilizing this

heritage to enrich the interpretive library as it abounds in numerous issues of
interpretation and Qur’anic sciences. The research paper has applied the historical
recovery approach through examining the scholarly heritage which the Grand Imam
has left behind and which is related to the topic of this paper. It has also applied the
inductive approach by tracing the sayings of the interpreters regarding the verses
under study. Moreover. the paper utilizes the analytical approach through analyzing
the statements of both the interpreters and the Grand Imam to deduct what is relevant
to the main issue of this research paper. The paper has concluded with the most
important findings. For example. a woman going out to work is permissible. and she
is allowed to do so in case of necessity. A woman works if she needs to work or if
work needs her. Her work outside the home is not a luxury or a profession. but rather
a need or necessity. If she becomes independent with the money of her father or
husband. then it is more appropriate for her to carry out her primary mission. The

Imam emphasized that a woman’s primary and greatest mission is that of raising a
human being which is priceless. It is established in the Islamic Sharia that a wife is
not permitted to leave the marital home or do any work except with her husband’s
permission. even if this work is necessary for someone else. such as the work of a

doctor or midwife. If she goes out and works without his permission. she is a sinner

according to the Islamic Sharia.
Key words: The Grand Imam Sheikh Gad al- Hagq. women's work. interpretation of

the story of Moses and the two daughters of Shu'aib.
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