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The Grand Imam of Al- Azhar Sheikh
Mohammed Sayyid Tantawi’s Approach of Reading
(A Study of Al- Tafsir Al- Waseet)
By: Islam Abdel-Aaty Olayan Mohamed Al-Husseini
Department of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences
Faculty of the Holy Qur’an for Readings and their Sciences
Azhar University, Egypt
Abstract
This research paper aims at paying a closer look at the legacy of the
Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif seeking the scientific benefits of
their treasures and valuables as well as highlighting their scientific
contributions and intellectual innovations into the legitimate and Arabic
sciences. Moreover, this research paper tries to uncover the role of His
Eminence, the Grand Imam Prof/ Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi, in the
science of Quranic readings, and to explain His Eminence’s approach
of readings. It is also keen on proving that the transmitted readings are
an authentic source of interpretation. The reasons beyond choosing this
topic can be traced back to the fact that the late Grand Imam, May Allah
have mercy on him, paid attention to the readings in terms of narration,
knowledge, guidance, interpretation, and defense of the objections of
those who object to them, in his encyclopedic interpretation: (Al- Tafsir
Al- Waseet lil- Quran al Kareem). The difficulty of this research lies in
the fact that it occurred to the researcher that Sheikh Muhammad Sayyid
Tantawi, in his interpretation, is no more than a conveyer of the
transmitted readings, gathering what the scholars of interpretation
before him had written about the readings, in terms of both narration
and knowledge. However, if we apply that to every study concerned
with the science of readings through the books of interpretation, our
pens would dry up, our pages would be folded, and our hands would be
restrained from researching and writing about the science of readings
among the interpreters, because there is no interpreter whose words in
the science of readings have not been preceded by others. Due to the
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nature of the science of readings, it is generally acknowledged that
every interpreter has his own method and approach of presenting,
attributing, directing, citing, or providing evidence for the readings. The
researcher has followed the descriptive and analytical approaches in his
attempt to achieve the objectives of this research paper. One of the most
important findings of this research paper is the variety of sources of
readings upon which the Grand Imam relied and the majority of those
sources were the books of interpretation. In addition, the Grand Imam
often attributes the reading to its owner, but sometimes he mentions the
reading without attributing it. His Eminence’s methods of guiding
readings varied, including: phonetic, grammatical, morphological,
rhetorical, and jurisprudential guidance. Some of the most prominent
characteristics of his Eminence’s approach included the Imam’s
inclination for not giving preference to any of the transmitted readings.
Also, the Imam defends the readings against those who challenged
them. Finally, the research paper recommends writing a scientific thesis
on the readings as stated in the Grand Imam’s book of Al- Tafsir Al-
Waseet, on parallel lines with the numerous theses registered on the
books of interpretation.

Keywords: approach, the Imam, Tantawi, in, readings, Al- Tafsir Al-
Waseet.
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