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Imam Muhammad Al- Khidr Hussein and his Efforts to Manifest
the Inimitability of The Holy Qur’an

By: Reda Abdul Majeed Al-Metwally Ibrahim
Department of Interpretation and Quranic Sciences
Faculty of Osoul EI-Deen and Dawah in Mansoura
Azhar University, Egypt
Abstract

This research paper demonstrates the idea of the inimitability of the
Holy Quran in the thought of Imam Muhammad Al-Khidr Hussein. The
paper has applied a combination of the inductive, descriptive, and
analytical approaches. According to the findings of this paper, the Holy
Qur’an has a kind of inimitability manifested in every surah and verse
as embodied in its good organization, brilliant style, and wise meaning.
There are other forms of inimitability in the Holy Quran and they are
tacitly present in some specific Surahs and verses. Those forms include
reporting past or future unseen events. Imam Muhammad Al-Khidr
Hussein has not approved the numerical inimitability of the Holy
Qur’an as it relies on abjad calculations whereas the inimitability of the
Holy Qur’an is rhetorical and other miraculous aspects follow it. The
rhetorical inimitability of the Holy Qur’an is comprehensible only by
those who understand the rhetoric of Arabic language rather than other
forms of inimitability. In addition, the way to know the rhetorical
inimitability of the Holy Qur’an is to read the rational and transmitted
clues before reading the interpretation. Also, mentioning people’s
statements in the Holy Qur’an is just a reference to the meaning of what
they said, not its wording. Hence, what they said is not miraculous.
Moreover, Imam Muhammad Al- Khidr’s reference to the scientific
miracles of the Holy Qur’an is a significant aspect of the inimitability,
and these scientific facts are mentioned in the context of discussing
guidance, its means and methods. Imam Al- Khidr has linked the
inimitability of the Holy Quran to the illiteracy of the Arabs while
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explaining some aspects of the Holy Qur’an such as the scientific
miracles. The difference in between the rhetoric of the Holy Quran and
the Hadith of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) is obvious, and whoever
draws a comparison between them will certainly see that those who
thought of Muhammad (peace be upon him) to compose the Holy
Qur’an have not felt the flavor of rhetoric or have not found a way to
be fair. Finally, the research paper recommends a comprehensive study
of the issues of Quranic sciences for the Grand Sheikh of Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif, so that each branch can be studied separately in the thought of
these scholars.

Keywords: Muhammad Al-Khidr Hussein, inimitability, the Holy
Qur'an.
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