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The Merit of Arabic Language and the Call to revive it in the
Poetry of Muhammad Al- Khidr Hussain, the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar (died in 1377A.H.)

A study of creativity mechanisms and tools

By: Ayman Badr Huwaidi

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Damanhour
University, Egypt.

Email: _aymanhewidy@yahoo.com

Abstract:

The Grand Imams of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif have taken upon themselves
the responsibility of reviving and spreading the classical Arabic
language. They called for giving attention to Arabic language and use
it in all sciences. Sheikh Al-Khidr Hussain is one of the prominent
sheikhs of Al-Azhar who paid great attention to Arabic language, and
this was clearly evident in his poetry. He devoted five poems in his
collection to discussing Arabic language and its merits. The importance
of this research paper is traced back to its attempt to identify the role of
Sheikh Al-Khidr Hussain in calling for the revival of Arabic language
and draw attention to it. The research paper has also attempted, through
the technical study, to identify the technical tools that Sheikh Al-Khidr
used to reveal his contents and meanings through which he wanted to
arouse in the recipient love for classical Arabic, and to involve him in
the call for reviving and developing it in a manner that is consistent with
the language of science and the age. Due to its nature, this research
paper has included five research investigations, a conclusion and a
bibliography of the works cited. The first investigation has highlighted
the life and poetry of the Imam whereas the second is dedicated to the
call for reviving Arabic language in the poetry of Al- Khidr Hussain.
The third investigation has handled the characteristics of the Imam’s
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style as seen in his poems about Arabic language while the fourth
investigation has displayed the pictorial structure of the poems of Al-
Khidr Hussain about Arabic language. The fifth investigation has
discussed the musical structure of the poems of Al- Khidr Hussain about
Arabic language. Then follows the conclusion and the bibliography.
The research paper has applied a great deal of literary research
approaches such as the historical, technical and analytical. The paper
has concluded with the most important findings. First, Sheikh Al-
Khidr’s poems translated from Arabic language reflect Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif’s pioneering role in serving Arabic sciences and performing the
message of reviving and calling for the classical language. They also
revealed the close relationship that linked Al-Azhar to the Arabic
Language Academy. Second, Sheikh Al- Khidr tried to involve the
recipient in his call for reviving Arabic language, sometimes reminding
him of the glories of the ancient Arabs, and sometimes stimulating his
enthusiasm as if he were in a fierce war. Third, Sheikh Al- Khidr has
utilized a group of linguistic and stylistic energies, and fanciful images
with the aim of conveying his idea to the recipient. Sheikh Al- Khidr
did not get tired of repeating the same idea, using expressive means and
different stylistic structures to clarify and report it.

Key words: Arabic language, Al-Khidr Hussain, mechanisms, tools,
creativity.
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