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Imam Muhammad Al- Khidr Hussain’ rhetorical Efforts

and their Impact on Arabic Rhetoric
By: Shadia Mustafa Ahmad
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies in Beni Suef

Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: Ashadya72@ gmail.com

Abstract:

Imam Muhammad Al- Khidr Hussain is one of the most prominent scholars of Al-
Azhar Al- Sharif. He is a Muslim scholar, a social reformer, a man of letters, a
linguist, a skilled poet, a conservative innovator who is known for defending the
Islamic religion, his love for Arabic, and his opposition to its haters. He left behind
many books on religious and Arabic sciences. This research paper highlights the
rhetorical efforts of his Eminence the Grand Imam of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif
Muhammad Al- Khidr Hussain through his articles and his numerous writings. The
paper applies the inductive and descriptive approaches which rely on tracing those
efforts, the way the Imam has introduced them, his attitude towards them and
clarifying their impact on Arabic rhetoric. The researcher has done her best to
collect and organize such material interconnectedly giving an idea about the
rhetorical vision of the Imam. Due to its nature, this research paper includes an
introduction, a preamble and three research investigations. The preamble displays
a synopsis about the Imam, his academic career, his interest in Arabic language,
Arabic rhetoric and the rhetorical taste. The first investigation handles the rhetoric
of the Holy Qur’an whereas the second discusses the prophetic rhetoric. The third
investigation highlights the rhetorical arts: fancy, simile, metaphor and
transference. The research paper has concluded with the most important findings.
For example, the Imam's efforts focused on Arabic language and its sciences, due

to its virtue as the language of the Qur'an, the miracle of the message, in addition

YOy
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to the rhetorical advancement and the profound expression which embody the
reasons beyond the virtue of the Arabic language. This rhetorical advancement
reached its peak when the Holy Qur'an was revealed, to be evidence of the truth
of the prophethood of the noble messenger, and to highlight its rhetorical miracle.
Hence, the Imam stresses the importance of studying rhetoric and knowing its
branches, as it is one of the paths to guidance and faith, as an aspect of following
the example of the noble Prophet, a way to highlight the truth, refute falsehood,
and a means of reform.

Key words: efforts, rhetorical, for the Imam, Muhammad Al- Khidr, their impact,

rhetoric, Arabic.
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