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Sheikh Mirza Zadeh Effendi’s Explanation of the grammatical Lamiya
of Sheikh Al-Azhar Abdullah Al-Shabrawi (Characteristics and
Methodology)

By: Mutambayi Radjabu Ehongomo

Department of Arabic Language

Kuwait International Law School

Doha city, Kuwait.

E-mail: Mutambayi@Kkilaw.edu.kw

Abstract:

Since the establishment of their state, the Ottomans have realized the
scientific and cultural value of Egypt and the Egyptians so that their scholars
sought early to borrow and make use of the sources of their sciences. After
the decline of the Mamluk state, Al-Azhar Al-Sharif emerged as the sole
reference for religious affairs, Sharia science and Arabic language in Egypt.
Hence, the manifestations of the Ottoman scholars’ benefit from the Egyptian
scholars in general, and Al-Azhar scholars in particular, increased. This
research paper highlights the great impact of Al-Azhar scholars on the
scientific movement in other countries, and their cultural expansion. The
research paper also reveals some aspects of the Ottoman scholars’ interest
and care for the works of the Grand Imams and the pioneering scholars of
Al-Azhar Al-Sharif majored in Arabic language and its sciences. This can
be traced in an Ottoman scholar’s explanation of a grammar text by an
Egyptian scholar, namely the explanation of Sheikh Al-Azhar Abdullah Al-
Shabrawi’s (died in 1171 A.H./1758 A.D.) grammatical poem by the
Ottoman military judge Ahmed Al-Nili bin Mirza Effendi (died in 1161
A.H./1748 A.D.). The poem commences with the following lines:

O seeker of grammar, take its rules after me,

Organized and sentence by sentence, giving the best sentences.

The researcher has studied this explanation and displayed its most
outstanding characteristics and merits. The research paper has applied the
descriptive and analytical approaches. The importance of this research paper
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lies in the fact that it has revealed the oldest commentary on Al- Shabrawi’s
poem, written by Mirza Zadeh Effendi during the lifetime of the author, and
he also died ten years before the author. This commentary represents a unique
style of composition that is not known to the Ottomans, and it has not been
studied or researched into before, according to the researcher’s knowledge,
so this research paper is unique and unexplored. The research paper has
concluded with the findings which include the Ottoman scholars’ constant
tracing of the linguistic achievements of Al-Azhar scholars, and its being
serviceable to the explanation and summary. Finally, the paper recommends
to write about the Egyptian scholars’ interest in the linguistic works of the
Ottomans.

Keywords: Ahmad Al-Nili, Mirza Zadeh, Al- Shabrawi's Poem, grammar,
Al-Azhar, Ottomans.
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