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The Ottoman Scholars' Attention to the Works of Al-Azhar
Scholars in Arabic Language Sciences: A Case Study of Mirza
Zadeh Effendi

Mutambayi Radjabu Ehongomo

Department of Arabic Language, Kuwait International Law school,
Doha city, Kuwait.

Mutambayi@kilaw.edu.kw

Abstract:

Since the establishment of their state, the Ottomans recognized the
scientific and cultural significance of Egypt and the Egyptians.
Therefore, their scholars early on sought to borrow and learn from their
sciences. Following the fall of the Mamluk state and the emergence of
Al-Azhar as the sole or almost sole authority in religious affairs, Islamic
sciences, and Arabic language studies in Egypt, the manifestations of
Ottoman scholars' benefit from Egyptian scholars, particularly Al-
Azhar scholars, increased.

This study highlights the significant impact of Al-Azhar scholars on the
scientific landscape in other regions and their cultural expansion. It also
unveils aspects of the Ottoman scholars' interest in and attention to the
works of Al-Azhar sheikhs and notable figures in Arabic language
sciences. This is demonstrated through the discussion of an Ottoman
scholar's commentary on a grammatical text by an Egyptian scholar: the
commentary by Ottoman Military Judge Ahmad al-Nayli bin Mirza
Effendi (d. 1161 AH/1748 AD) on the grammatical poem by Al-Azhar
Sheikh Abdullah As-Shubrawi (d. 1171 AH/1758 AD).

The researcher studied this commentary, highlighting its main features
and merits using a descriptive-analytical method. The importance of
this research lies in unveiling the earliest commentary on Al-Shubrawi's
poem, authored by Mirza Zadeh Effendi during the lifetime of the
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original author, who died ten years after. This commentary represents a
unique pattern of authorship unfamiliar to the Ottomans and has not
been previously studied or researched according to the researcher's
knowledge, making this study unique and unprecedented.

The research concluded with several findings, including the continuous
pursuit of Ottoman scholars for the linguistic scientific achievements of
Al-Azhar scholars and their efforts to serve these achievements through
commentary and  summarization. Among the  proposed
recommendations is to write about the Egyptian scholars' interest in the
linguistic works of the Ottomans.

Keywords: Ahmad al-Nayli, Mirza Zadeh, As-Shubrawi's Poem,
Grammar, Al-Azhar, Ottomans.
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