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The Attitude of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif
towards determining the Gender of the Fetus

By: Mohammed Hussein Dhaifi Hassan

Department of General Jurisprudence

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Aswan

Azhar University, Egypt

Abstract:

Medical developments have experienced tremendous progress in
technological sciences of the modern age. One of such developments is
determining the gender of the fetus which embodies one of the most
Important techniques that has caused controversy and differences within the
Islamic societies. Being one of the most important as well as the oldest
religious and educational institutions in the Islamic world, Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif has its dominant influence on Muslims worldwide. Consequently, this
research paper traces the viewpoints of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al-
Sharif concerning this issue (as they differentiated between personal and
collective determination since the fatwa legitimately varies in accordance
with the circumstances). Handling this issue, from a collective perspective,
differs because it may lead to numerical disequilibrium and disruption
between males and females, which is an important factor in the continuation
of human reproduction. Accordingly, this case is taken as an objection to the
will of Almighty Allah in His creation by disrupting the discipline and
destroying the cosmic order. As for the individual perspective, it is
permissible to determine the gender of the fetus in certain conditions.
Therefore, this research paper has demonstrated the views and evidence of
the Imams of Al- Azhar as well as the ones that opposed them. The research
paper has concluded that the views of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar are
preponderant relying on the sub- evidence and the fundamental rules in
accordance with the legitimate criteria stated in this study.

Key words: attitude, Grand Imam of Al- Azhar, determine, gender, fetus,
views
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