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Sheikh Ahmed Bassiouny, Al- Hanbali, Al- Azhari
(May Allah Have mercy on him) and the Hanbalis in Al- Azhar Al- Sharif

By: Jawza’ Bint Marzouk Abdel- Hady Al- Otaibi
College of Science and Humanities in Thadiq
Shagra University, Saudi Arabia

Email: jomrsy@su.edu.sa

Abstract

This research paper followed the inductive approach. The paper has
traced the life journey of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif. One of
those Imams belonged to the Hanbali school. He held several positions and
assumed important tasks such as assisting the Deputy Sheikh of Al- Azhar in
case of Sheikh’s illness. He is recognized as Sheik Al-Sayyed Al- Sharif
Ahmed Bin Ali Bin Mohammed Al- Bassiouni Al- Alwani Al- Idrisi Al-
Hassani Al- Hashemi (May Allah Have mercy on him). The research paper
highlights his biography and the positions he held. The paper also touched
the presence of the Hanbalis in Al- Azhar Al- Sharif with specific reference
to those who assumed the position of Sheikh of the Hanbali Hall which is a
high position. In addition, the paper gave reasons for the scarcity of the
followers of this school in comparison with the other schools. The paper also
traced the impact of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif on the education of the Hanbalis
and transferring knowledge to Najd, the stronghold of the Hanbalis.
Moreover, the paper stated the books and the Hanbali heritage which are still
taught in Al- Azhar institutes and university. The paper concludes with the
most important findings and recommendations. One of the findings is that
Al- Azhar Al- Sharif gave due attention to the Hanbali school of
jurisprudence and some of Al- Azhar scholars moved to the land of Najd in
Saudi Arabia where people benefited from their knowledge. The research
paper recommends to include the Hanbali school of thought, like the other
three schools, in the mosque and university of Al- Azhar and allow the
Hanbali school to have a department, professors and students in this ancient
scientific edifice.

Key words: Al-Azhar, Hanbalis, Al-Bassouni, Sheikh Al-Azhar, Najd
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