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Syntactic Differentiation between Animate and Inanimate Nouns

By: Hany Mohammed Abdelrazak Alkazzaz

Department of Linguistics

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women in Mansoura
Azhar University, Egypt

Email: hanyalkazaz.el20@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

The syntactic lesson gave importance to the non- linguistic elements
affecting the syntactic rule. Some of those elements belong to — if the term is
true- socio-syntax. Those elements include masculinity and femininity,
animation and inanimation. Grammarians and linguists were keen on
clarifying the impact of animation on the rule and language. Hence, the
researcher has differentiated between the animate and inanimate by assigning
words to each of them in some places. Likewise, the researcher has
syntactically differentiated between them in many places. This differentiation
can be traced back to what may appear through the utilized number in its
singular, dual or plural forms being related to the gender whether masculine
or feminine. In short, this research paper demonstrates an aspect of socio-
syntax which is the impact of animation on establishing the syntactic rule.
The paper has applied the descriptive and analytical approaches. It has
concluded with an important finding regarding linking femininity to
inanimation in the syntactic lesson which is not right as it goes back to the
plural form considering its interpretation as a group. Moreover, the non-
linguistic elements have been approved as affecting the syntactic rule.

Key words: femininity, masculinity, differentiation, plural, metaphors,
collective noun, gender noun
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