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The Issue of female Circumcision and
the Attitude of the Grand Imams of Al-Azhar
(A jurisprudential comparative Study)
By: Eman Hosni Mohamed Altokhi Salah
Department of comparative Jurisprudence
Faculty of Islamic and Arab studies for Women in Cairo«
Azhar University, Egypt
Email: Emaneltokhy2057@azhar. edu. eg
Abstract:

This research paper aims at highlighting the importance of the attitude
of Al- Azhar Al- Sharif and the efforts exerted by its eminent scholars to
preserve the continuity of reproductivity which is one of the most important
objectives of the Islamic Sharia. This objective could be accomplished
through the continuity of the family and its stability so that the intended
benefits of the Islamic Sharia could be achieved. In addition, this research
paper aims at demonstrating the validity of the Islamic Sharia and its being
comprehensive for all times and places. The research paper also aims at
identifying what has been proved and confirmed by doctors regarding the
harmful effects of female circumcision. The paper has followed the inductive
and deductive approaches through tracing and examining all the views
attributed to the jurists, stating their evidence, discussing what they relied on,
comparing and contrasting their evidence to derive the preponderant and
chosen viewpoint for the fatwa as being supported by the evidence that gave
it preponderance rather than other viewpoints. The research paper has
included the terms concerned with the topic of this research. The paper has
contained two research requests, the first discusses the legitimate evidence
on the female circumcision, how to perform circumcision and the wisdom
beyond its legitimacy. This request has also handled jurists’ views regarding
female circumcision and the efforts of the Grand Imams of Al-Azhar to reach
the chosen opinion for fatwa. The second research request has demonstrated
the benefits and harms of female circumcision, the difference in between

<y4ta


mailto:Emaneltokhy2057@azhar.edu.eg

At paltg oDl Signid B i p Ao 3R (reld o paltg Ao s 1 Sty dplS
female and male circumcision, and it also clarifies the correct medical
opinion regarding female circumcision. Finally, this research paper has
concluded with the most important findings. For example, female
circumcision is taken as a form of violence which is brutally practiced against
women and it has to be ultimately eliminated. Another finding is that the
Grand Imams of Al- Azhar took leadership and precedence to stop the crime
of female circumcision as its harm has been scientifically proved. A third
finding emphasizes the fact that a medical opinion does not change a
legitimate ruling which has been proved by conclusive evidence. The
importance of a medical opinion lies in emphasizing the benefits and harms
of “female circumcision,” and that female circumcision is permissible in
cases of necessity. In such cases one should seek experienced doctors, and
this should be done in accordance with specified legitimate regulations.

Key words: circumcision, clitoris, foreskin, glans.
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