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The Grand Imam of Al- Azhar Sheikh Mohammed Salem Al-
Hefni (died in 1181 A.H.) and the Approach of his Commentary
on "Alsiraaj Almunir Sharh Aljamie Alsaghir Fi Hadith Albashir

Alnadhir™.
By: Sherif Muhammad Abu Zekri Abu Bakr

Department of Hadith and its Sciences

Faculty of Osoul Al- Deen and Dawah in Menoufia
Azhar University, Egypt

Email: shreef Ahmad.adv@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This research paper has introduced the biography of the former Grand
Imam of Al- Azhar Sheikh Mohammed Salem Al- Hefni who died in 1181
A. H. Sheikh Al- Hefni was one of the scholars of the twelfth century after
Hijra. The research paper contained an introduction to Sheikh Al- Henfi
which displayed his name, lineage, title, nickname, birth, upbringing,
academic life, sheikhs, students, the date he assumed the position of Sheikh
Al-Azhar, the praise of his scholars, his most famous positions, his most
important academic works, and then his death. The paper has also handled
the characteristics of the approach Sheikh Al- Hefni followed in his
commentary. Reviewing the approach of Sheikh Al- Hefni, it has become
clear that he was keen to state its structure, its inflections, and to specify the
figurative language in the prophetic speech when discussing the prophetic
word. Moreover, Imam Al- Hefni has highlighted the legitimate objectives
of the Prophetic text and mentioned the jurisprudential rulings reported by
the jurists, especially those of the Shafi’i School of thought. In addition,
Imam Al-Hefni was interested in the field of Hadith in terms of knowledge
and narration. Each branch of the sciences had its share in this commentary.
Therefore, the aim of this research was to bring this valuable treasure to light,
and to stand on one side of the attention of the venerable sheikhs of Al-Azhar
to the Sunnah, especially in the field of authorship and classification. This
paper has relied on the inductive and then the analytical approaches. The
value of the commentary is evident in the fact that it contains many scientific
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benefits and anecdotes spread throughout the books of Islamic heritage. In
addition to being studded with many of the Imam’s efforts and his additions
to those who preceded him among the commentators of al-Jamie al-Saghir,
Imam Al- Hefni his commentary a scientific value among the books that were
concerned with explaining the book of al-Jamie al-Saghir in the Hadith of
al-Bashir al-Nadhir (May Allah be pleased with him) by al-Suyuti. The
research paper has concluded that Imam Al-Hefni wrote many books on the
Prophetic Sunnah. He had a firm footing in various fields of science. His
book “Hashiya ‘ala Al-Siraj Al-Munir Sharh Al-Jamie Al-Saghir fi Hadith
Al-Bashir Al-Nadhir” has included the most important aspects mentioned by
the commentators on Hadiths and traditions. Finally, the commentary of
Imam Al-Hefni was not devoid of many benefits or anecdotes and that is why
it was of great benefit.

Keywords: Imam, Al-Hefni, approach, commentary, Al-Siraj- Al-Jamie.
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