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Al-Imam al-Akbar Muhammad Salem Al-Hafni:«
who died in the year 1181 AH« and his approach in his book that
Is entitled: ' Hashiyat of Al-Hafni Ala al-Siraj al-Munir fi Sharh
al-Jami’ al-Saghir "'« A commentary to Al-Siraj Al-Munir in
explanation of Al-Jami’ Al-Saghir.
Sherif Muhammad Abu zekri Abu Bakr.
Department of Hadith and its Sciences - Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Call
in Menoufia - Al-Azhar University — Egypt.
Email: shreef Ahmad.adv@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract of research: This study dealt with introducing the biography of the Great
Imam« Sheikh of Al-Azhar Mosque« Muhammad Salem Al-Hafni< who died in the
year 1181 AH. He was one of the scholars of the twelfth century AH. The study
presented an introduction to him in terms of explaining his name« lineage« surname«
nickname:« birth¢ upbringing« academic life« his sheikhs« his students« the date of
his assuming the position of sheikh of Al-Azhar Mosque: the praise of scholars for
him« his most famous stances« and his most important works. scientific studies: then
his date of death.
Moreover¢ this study shows the most important features of Imam
Al-Hifni’s methodology in his commentary« and it became clear that< Al-Imam Al-
Hifni worked diligently in his interpretations and explanations of the hadiths
according to the scientific foundation based on taking into account linguistic rules:
the legal objectives behind the prophetic texts« and the jurisprudential rulings of the
diligent imams:« in addition to the rules of the art of hadith terminology. And its
rules in terms of knowledge and narration.
Therefore« the primary goal of this research was to discover this valuable treasure:
and to identify an aspect of the sheikhs of Al-Azhar’s interest in the Sunnah of the
Prophet« especially in the field of authorship and classification.
This research is based on the inductive approach:« then the analytical approach. It
resulted in showing the value of the commentary in collecting many of the scientific
benefits spread in the books of the Islamic heritage« in addition to presenting the
imam’s diligences¢ and his corrections on those who preceded him among the
commentators on Al-Jami’ Al-Saghir. Thus¢ he gained his entourage a scientific
value and status among the works that dealt with explaining Al-Jami’ Al-Saghir by
Al-Suyuti.
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This is due the fact that< each art of science had its share in this footnote« as the
Imam made the sciences of the Arabic language and Islamic law together a means
of understanding the objectives of the Prophetic text and knowing its meanings.
Finally« this research concluded that Imam al-Hifni wrote many books on the
Sunnah of the Prophet« and his book:« “A Footnote to the al-Siraj al-Munir” included
the most important aspects mentioned by commentators on hadiths and narrations«
which means that his book has great scientific benefits for all those interested in the
field of Hadith sciences.

Keywords: Imam - Al-Hafni- method— A Footnote— Siraj- Al-Jami...
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