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The Efforts of the Grand Imam Sheikh Mustafa Abdelrazek in
responding to the Orientalists and demonstrating the Originality
of Islamic Thought

By: Mohamed Ahmed Salem Mohamed
Department of Islamic Creed and Philosophy
College of Azhari Women in New Taiba, Luxor
Azhar University, Egypt

Email: m.ahmedsalim75@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research paper aims at displaying the efforts of Sheikh Mustafa
Abdelrazek in responding to the Orientalists. Many of those orientalists were
characterized by religious or sexual fanaticism. Consequently, they tried hard
to denounce the Islamic authenticity of every intellectual product,
philosophical thought, or spiritual contemplation among Muslims, claiming
that the Islamic religion had nothing to do with its origin. Doing so, the
orientalists looked at Muslims as if were not human beings and they lacked
the mental characteristics and spiritual contemplations which other peoples
have. The research paper also highlights the originality of Islamic thought
showing its divisions and trends, as understood by Sheikh Mustafa
Abdelrazek, and they had their greatest impact on his students afterwards.
The research paper has applied the inductive, deductive and comparative
approaches as well as the academic approach of scientific research. The
research paper has concluded with the most important findings. For example,
Sheikh Mustafa Abdelrazek established his approach upon the basis of
utilizing suitable clues in response to any argument relying on his rich
knowledge of the Islamic sciences and their evidence as helpful means for
discussion and persuasion. Moreover, Sheikh Mustafa Abdelrazek has set,
for himself, a precise methodological plan to defend the Arab mentality
against gender or identity biased theories, and to evaluate the views of the
orientalists, correct the errors contained in their writings after translating
them as well as commenting on them. Sheikh Abdelrazek has also discussed

Sy
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the issues of Islamic philosophy starting from the issue of naming it,
specifying its research requirements, and ending with judging its intellectual
output to find out how far it is original and to what extent it has contributed
to the development of human civilization. The research has also specified the
foreign factors that have influenced the Islamic thought and its development.
Regardless of their significance, those factors remain incidental events that
happened to our Islamic philosophy as an independent science so that they
were linked to it in an influential way. Despite acceptance or resentment,
foreign influences have not come over the essence of the Islamic thought.
However it is undeniable that mysticism in such a phase was not devoid of
the influence of ancient nations which Muslims had gone through, we still
find the Islamic character in this rising science. The research paper has also
drawn attention to tracing the requirements of philosophical thought in Islam
in the principles of Islamic jurisprudence, the principles of Hadith, theology
and mysticism.

Keywords: creed, Philosophy, religion, originality, imitation, mysticism,
Principles of jurisprudence, Principles of Hadith, theology, orientalism.
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