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The Views of the German Orientalist ""Carl Brockelmann' on the
Age of the rightly- guided Caliphs as stated in his Book
" History of the Islamic Peoples'

An analytical, critical Study

By: Hany Samir Amin Jezera

Department of Dawah and Islamic Culture

Faculty of Osoul EI- Deen

Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: hanygezera.2011@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The present research paper aims at defining orientalism, its objectives, and
motivations as well as giving a synopsis about the German Orientalist, Carl
Brockelmann, his scientific career and his major writings, particularly his
book "History of the Islamic Peoples". The paper also highlights the most
important constituents of Brockelmann's book and the most prominent
features of his approach as applied in this book. In addition, the research
paper introduces an analytical, critical study on some of Brockelmann's views
on the rightly- guided Caliphs as stated in his book "History of the Islamic
Peoples” as they needed to be revised. The research applies the inductive,
analytical, critical and descriptive approaches by tracing the evidence relying
on induction, referring to their source books, specifying the cases and
analyzing them in a way that would bring about a kind of objective criticism
which could serve the topic of this research paper. By the end of the paper,
the researcher has found out that some of the accounts on which Brockelmann
relied were weak, flimsy and would never withstand historical criticism or
the scientific approach of research. Moreover, many chapters of
Brockelmann's book contained blatant and clear biases against Arabs and
Muslims, indicating an orientalist attitude and religious fanaticism, in various
forms such as brutality, barbarism, love of money, etc. Finally, the researcher
has recommended establishing specialized research centers to refute the
ancient and modern allegations of the orientalists, reform ideas and
consolidate understanding

Key words: Th German Orientalist, views, History of the Islamic peoples,
Carl Brockelmann
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