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Mysticism in Islam
A Critical Vision of the Grand Imam, Professor Mustafa

Abdelrazek
By: Arafa Abdulrahman Ahmed Abdulrahman Al-Nady.

Department of Creed and Philosophy
Faculty of Osoul Al- Deen

Azhar University

Cairo, Egypt

Email: arafaal-nady.11@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract:

The research paper aims at highlighting an instance of self-criticism introduced by
one of the prominent figures of Al-Azhar Al- Sharif, the Grand Imam Sheikh
Mustafa Abdelrazek (May Allah have mercy on him) who handled Islamic
mysticism. The research paper includes an introduction to Sheikh Mustafa showing
his status a superior scholar and his mysticism. Next, there is a research requirement
in which Sheikh Mustafa defines mysticism starting with the origin from which the
word was derived, the history of its appearance, and then setting precise guidelines
for those who wish to do research on Islamic mysticism. The research paper has
included some clues confirming Sheikh Mustafa's interest in Islamic mysticism
such as introducing a research paper on mysticism at an international conference in
1932. This research paper has also included a precise exposition of the stages of
Islamic mysticism as depicted by Sheikh Mustafa starting from its the early
appearance which embodied both a representation of the religious perfection and a
search for the supreme ideals passing by its influence by foreign philosophies till
the period of decline. Sheikh Mustafa has cited an instance where the allegators of
mysticism got confused. It is the attitude of those allegators towards the dignities
of the allies of Allah. This research paper has displayed the views related to this
issue to uncover their faulty perception of the issue. The research paper has applied
the descriptive and analytical approaches. Finally, the research has recommended
to highlight the critical perspective of the pioneering figures of Al- Azhar Al-
Sharif, employ it to serve the academic life and to respond to the allegators.

Keywords: Islamic mysticism, Mustafa Abdelrazek, Criticism.
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