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The Role of the Grand Imams of
Al- Azhar Al- Sharif in preserving the Prophetic Heritage
By: Al-Harith Mohamed Mustafa Ibrahim
Department of Hadith and its Sciences
Faculty of Osoul Al- Deen and Islamic Dawah in Zagazig
Azhar University
Email: alhareth9933@gmail.com
Abstract:
This research paper demonstrates the role of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar Al-
Sharif in preserving the prophetic heritage. They have been largely dedicated and
excelled to serve and preserve the prophetic heritage with all what was available to
them. They had their remarkable and appreciable efforts which would never be
forgotten. Therefore, this research paper highlights such important role by tracing
the due attention the Imams assigned to the chains of transmissions and
authorizations as well as their keen interest in the terminology of Hadith and its
artefact. In addition, the research has shed light upon the attention drawn by the
Grand Imams of Al- Azhar to the general characteristics, biographies and the most
notable scholars of Hadith. Next, the research has displayed, in detail, the role of
the Grand Imams in preserving the prophetic heritage by referring to their writings
around this science giving a brief introduction of each book, its author, the
Sheikhdom tenure of its author. Moreover, the research has referred to the grand
Imams’ other writings related to other branches of Hadith. Then, the research
introduces a description of each book, its late editions and arranged them
chronologically in terms of the centuries in which they were produced. The research
has concluded with the most important findings. One of those findings is that the
Grand Imams of Al- Azhar had a great role as well as various and integrated efforts
for preserving the prophetic heritage and serving the Sunnah. Finally, the research
has recommended to run more individual research on any new writings of the Grand
Imams of Al- Azhar. It also recommended to establish a series of (Hadith Complete
Works) of the Grand Imams of Al- Azhar by collecting, proofreading, classifying
those writings according to their branch of Hadith, printing them as a group and
making them available for the public after authentication. The research has applied
the inductive and deductive approaches, and it closes with the scholarly indexes.
Key words: Sheikhs, Al- Azhar, heritage, Prophetic.
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