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Sheikh of Al-Azhar< Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi« and his
approach to the ambiguous matters of the Qur’an in his interpretation¢
“Al-Tafsir Al-Wasit”)

Khadra bint Ibrahim Ali Ghaban

Associate Professor of the Qur’an and its Sciences< Department of Islamic Studies
At the College of Sharia and Law« University of Tabuk« Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
khghaban@ut.edu.sa

Abstract

This research comes to show the approach of the Sheikh of Al-Azhar:
Muhammad Sayyed Tantawi« to the ambiguities of the Qur’an in his interpretation
of “Intermediate Interpretation.” The research was based on two approaches:
analytical and comparative« and it proved that the Sheikh of Al-Azhar« Professor
Dr. Muhammad Sayyed Tantawi¢ is considered one of the scrutinizing and
investigating commentators in the science of the ambiguities of the Qur’an. -
Research topic -; His approach to it was largely correct¢ and based on a moderate
approach:« as he called his interpretation.

One of the most important results of the research is that he - may God have
mercy on him - was interested in clarifying the ambiguous matters that were
explained in the Holy Qur’an¢ the Sunnah of the Prophet¢ or the sayings of the
Companions or the Followers. He was also committed not to delve into the
ambiguous matters that fall under what God Almighty has reserved for His
knowledge. Except in very small vows. He was also committed to a great extent not
to delve into explaining the ambiguous matters that are silent about in our law« the
ignorance of which does no harm and the knowledge of which does no benefit.

The objections to his approach - may God have mercy on him - in clarifying
the ambiguous matters in his interpretation are very few« and he imitates many
commentators in them. It is represented by his going into very few places into the
ambiguous matters related to the unseen« as well as his neglecting to explain some
of the ambiguous matters whose explanation has been mentioned in authentic texts«
and his delving into explaining some of the ambiguous matters that are silent about
in our law.

Keywords: Sheikh of Al-Azhar - Tantawi - Ambiguities of the Qur’an -
Intermediate Interpretation.
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