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The Grand Imam of Al-Azhar, Muhammad Sayed Tantawi and his
Approach of the Ambiguities of the Holy Qur’an in his
Interpretation “Al-Tafsir al-Waseet”

By: Khadra Bint Ibrahim Ali Ghaban
Department of Islamic Studies
College of Islamic Sharia and Law
Tabuk University

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Email: khghaban@ut.edu.sa
Abstract

This research demonstrates the Grand Imam of Al- Azhar, Mohammed
Sayed Tantawi's approach of the ambiguities of the Holy Qur'an through his
interpretation “Al-Tafsir al-Waseet”. This research paper has applied the analytical
and comparative approaches. It has become clear throughout this paper that Sheikh
Mohammed Sayed Tantawi is one of the researchers and proofreaders in the science
of the ambiguities of the Holy Qur'an since Tantawi's approach has proved to be
largely true as it has relied on a moderate approach typically as its title “Al-Tafsir
al-Waseet”. This research paper has concluded with some findings. For example,
Sheikh Tantawi has been keen on clarifying the ambiguities stated in the Holy
Qur'an, Prophetic traditions, sayings of the companions of Prophet Muhammad
(peace b upon him) and their followers. In addition, Sheikh Tantawi has been
committed to not going into the ambiguities that were classified under what
Almighty Allah accounted for in His knowledge, except in very few cases. Sheikh
Tantawi has also been largely committed to not going into the unspoken ambiguities
in our Sharia which are either useless knowledge or harmless ignorance. However,
Sheikh Tantawi's approach has been criticized for the very few ambiguities stated
in his interpretation, and he has also imitated many interpreters of the Holy Qur'an.
Hence, these critical points can be traced back to the very few instances of
ambiguities related to unseen matters as well as disregarding some other
ambiguities included in correct texts. Finally, Sheikh Tantawi has gone into some
unspoken ambiguities in our Sharia.

Key words: Sheikh of Al- Azhar, Tantawi, Ambiguities of the Holy Qur‘an,
“Al-Tafsir al-Waseet”
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