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Translating the Holy Qur'an and the Attitude of
the Former Grand Imam of Al- Azhar
Sheikh Mohammed Mustafa Al- Maraghi
By: Khaled Mabrouk Mohammed Abu Al- Fadl
Department of Interpretation of the Holy Qur'an and Qur’anic Sciences
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Desouk
Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: khalid.mabrouk@azhar.edu.eg
abstract:
This research paper discusses the emergent issue of translating the Holy Qur’an
which has become popular in the thirties of the twentieth century. Such process
ignited a widespread interest and controversy among the scholars of Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif as well as in between the researchers interested in translating the Holy
Qur’an. This blurred interest can be traced back to the numerous versions of
translations which abounded in falsehoods and nonsense planned by the enemies of
Islam to distort the image of Islam and make people turn away from its guidance.
Therefore, it has become necessary to consider this issue and examine the
differences in between the scholars' viewpoints around it. Hence, the present
research paper is dedicated to clarifying the attitude of his eminency the Grand
Imam Sheikh Mohammed Mustafa Al- Maraghi (the former Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar Al- Sharif) for being one of the scholars who has extensively studied the
issue of translating the Holy Qur'an. Imam Al- Maraghi was highly alert to the
dangers of ill- planning against Islam and its people by those who hate them.
Moreover, the research has shown out how far we need to translate the Holy Qur'an.
The research has applied the inductive, descriptive and deductive approaches.
Finally, the research has concluded with the most outstanding findings. One of the
most important findings is that translating the teachings of Islam including the
meanings of the Holy Qur'an and its interpretation into foreign languages
constitutes a necessary religious duty which would help spread the teachings of
Islam in different languages in accordance with the terms and conditions agreed by
the Muslim scholars. The Grand Imam Sheikh Al- Maraghi was a pioneering
intellectual and a true reformational scholar of deep understanding and deduction.
Sheikh Al- Maraghi was also keen on spreading the teachings of Islam among all
nations according to the rules of the Islamic Sharia and its comprehensive
fundamentals in a way that does not contradict the views of the jurists.

Keywords: Al- Maraghi, translating the Holy Qur'an, Dawah (call for Allah),
correction, languages, spiteful
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