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Characteristics of the Critical Approach applied in
“Al-Tafsir al-Waseet li al-Qur’an al-Karim” by
Mohammed Sayed Tantawi (May Allah have Mercy on him)
By: Ayman Sobhi Sayed Ahmed Seddiq
Department of Interpretation and Qur'an Sciences
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women in Alexandria
Azhar University, Egypt
Email: Ayman.seddik@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research paper aims at tracing the characteristics of the critical approach
aplied by Sheikh Mohammed Sayed Tantawi (May Allah have Mercy on
him) in his interpretation of the Holy Qur'an as entitled “Al-Tafsir al-Waseet
li al-Qur’an al-Karim”. Tantawi's Tafsir al-Waseet is taken as a source book
in the field of interpretation of the Holy Qur'an simce Sheikh Tantawi(May
Allah have mercy on him) has diligently edited and proofread this book. The
critical approach applied in Al-Tafsir al-Waseet has been one of the aspects
that charactrized this interpretation. Hence, this resarch paper is desigend to
trace and clarify the critical attitudes applied along Al-Tafsir al-Waseet as
well as highlighting the basis from which they started and the fields they have
criticized during this interpretation. This research paper has applied the
inductive and descriptive approaches. The paper consists of two research
requests, the first handles the critical attitudes and their forms whereas the
second demonstrates the principles of criticism and their fields for Sheikh
Mohammed Sayed Tantawi as seen in his book Al-Tafsir al-Waseet. The
resarch paper has concluded with a group of findings, for example tracing the
characteristics of criticism in the of interpretation of the Holy Qur'an is
extremely important as it clarifies the approaches of the interpreters and their
attitudes towards the sayings showing out the most prepondrant and
specifying the academic principles upon which they rlied in their critical
approaches. In addition, the paper has found out a variety of priciples, forms,
attitudes and fields of criticism which Professor Mohammed Sayed Tantawi
has utilized in his book of Al-Tafsir al-Waseet. Therefore, Al-Tafsir al-

o
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Waseet has become distinct in this critical respect and this aspect has
appeared clearly along the study. Finally, the research paper has necessairly
recommended to study Sheikh Mohammed Sayed Tantawi's book of Al-
Tafsir al-Waseet for its extreme importance and its great academic value
being an edited and authnticated book which abounds in large benefits. The
paper has also recommended to draw attention to the importance of shedding
light upon the charactristics of the critical approach of interpretation through
studying the edited books of interpretation which constitute an important
basis for interprting the Holy Qur'an which is in need of more studies and
acadmic resarch.

Key words: characteristics, approach, critical, Al-Tafsir al-Waseet,
Mohammed Sayed Tantawi
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