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An Analytical Study of the Novel
" The Nile flows Northwards- Janitors"

For the Novelist Ismail Fahd Ismail
By: Mubarak Adel Al-Mayi
&
Khalaf Mutlag Al-Azmi
Department of Arabic Language and its Literature
College of Basic Education
Kuwait
Abstract

This research demonstrates "The Janitors" which is the second part of the Kuwaiti writer
Ismail Fahd Ismail's novel series specifically his novel "The Nile Flows Northwards". Ismail
Fahd Ismail is one of the writers of realism in the Arab world who believed in the ideology
that cast its shadows over the Arab political scene including the oppressed Arab individual
during the colonial era and far beyond. This novel belongs to the historical genre which starts
from the realm of romanticism and has its philosophical purposes that sometimes may not
adhere to history and may tend to be popular in its historical references. Nevertheless, the
novelist Ismail Fahd confuses the reader in this novel by citing his accurate historical sources,
which leads the recipient to wonder whether he is reading fiction or fact. The novel is based
on the conflict between the Egyptians, the righteous and their rulers, the Mamluk tyrants, who
are not different from the new occupiers from France. In this novel, the social conditions of
the Egyptian people, who are dominated by Arabism amid conditions of oppression, are
revealed in light of the dialogues that took place between the characters that cast their shadows
on the French society internally and explained to us the political division of their speech
regarding what is known as political viewpoints that contradict the ruling French policy and
the political elites. This difference reflected the resentment of a large part of the French from
France's foreign invasion of Egypt and Malta just to satisfy the personal ambition of Napoleon,
who sought to extraterritorially take this dispute. The other viewpoint sees the French
campaign necessary to protect the French Revolution against its enemies, especially the
Kingdom of Great Britain. All such narrative and dialogue follow a public line within historical
events and the writer encapsulates it with the symbolism that has shaped the most illuminating
hint of the whole novel or perhaps the most pressing artistic issue in the context of the whole
trilogy. The writer's obsession with the employment and transformation of history to serve his
political agenda has been overwhelming, perhaps starting from the beginning of his subtitle
"Janitors" for the second part of the series. The novel revealed the discipline of cultural values
that govern the logic of the Egyptians and drew a parallel vision of the Egyptian reality starting
from the first renaissance of Egypt to the time formed in the seventies of the twentieth century,
where the second Arab renaissance, which began with the national project, was undermined.
It may be a tangible flaw in the narrative that despite its diversity, events and dialogues do not
give the reader a role in concluding or anticipating for the reasons mentioned during the
research, thus losing the pleasure of exploring that suspends, intensifies, and attaches the
recipient to the literary work. The novel may sometimes lose track with the thread that
organizes its narrator's work, and this is apparent in the difficulty the reader experiences in his
trial to reach a major plot or peak that various events lead to until these events appear in the
form of uncoordinated film footage even though time, characters and places remain common
factors.
Key words: The Nile, Janitors, Colonialisrg&,Lirge, Characters, and Places.
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