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The Little Auditory in Normative Grammar
(The Concept, Terminology & Areas) An Analytical Study

By: Arwa Bint Hemoud Al- Sayegh
A PhD researcher- Linguistics Program- Department of Arabic Language
Faculty Arabic Language and Social Studies -Qassim University

Abstract

The present research is entitled "The Little Auditory in Normative Grammar"” and it
includes five research investigations. The first and second investigations are dedicated
to clarifying the concept of the "Little™ and the utilized terminology to express it. The
third investigation handles the varied standards of the "Little". The fourth investigation
displays the diversity of what is meant by the description. Whereas the fifth
investigation revolves around the areas of what is recognized as the "Little". Hence,
this research aims at finding the precise concept of each term related to the "Little",
specifying the standards of auditory, reconciling the views of grammarians in heritage
and in the contemporary studies. In the first research investigation, the study
concentrates on displaying the concept of the "Little" in the heritage of grammar and
contemporary studies. The second investigation demonstrates the terms expressing the
concept of the "Little", the differences between them, the linguistic root of every term
and its impact on the idiomatic meaning identified by the grammarians. The third
investigation traces the varies standards of the "Little" and it ended by developing an
approach to the percentage of each rank in the areas of the "Little" auditory. In the
fourth investigation, the study discusses what is meant by the "Little", sometimes the
description means what is heard but in other times the description means the speakers
themselves. In the fifth investigation, the research has specified the areas of what is
recognized as the "Little" and constitutes the identified sources of normative grammar
(the Holy Qur'an, the noble Hadith, prose, and poetic words of the Arabs). By the end
of the research, the researcher has summed up the findings. For example, the
grammarians have been allowed to express the concept of the "Little” so that they have
utilized common terms which have been used in another rank of auditory such as the
words "sparse, little, not more". They also confuse terms. For instance, in one audible
for the Arabs, one would meet two ranks or more which the grammarians use to
express such audible. Hence, thy have not agreed about the terms of the "Little".
Therefore, it becomes difficult to establish a criteria or discipline to indicate the
percentage of the "Little™ or its rank. In addition, the research has found out that the
Arab tribes varied in specifying the amount of the "Little" since what could be
perceived as "little" in a certain language might be much in another. This percentage
is specified by the restrictions laid by the grammarians in their description of the
audible.

Key words: standards of the audible, the little, sparse, the Arabs, normative grammar.
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