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The Theory of Latency for
Al- Nazzam (died in 231 A.H.)
and the Stance of Islam

By: Hamdy Mostafa Abdellah Raslan
Department Creed and Philosophy
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Qena
Azhar University
Abstract

The present research demonstrates an important issue on a philosophical
and doctrinal level, which is the theory of latency. This theory claims that the
world was created only once and what appears afterwards, as a submission or
delay in creation, is just a reappearance after latency but not a creation out of
nowhere. After handling the concept of latency, the research discusses the
emergence of latency and its origins. By highlighting Al- Nazzam's attitude
towards latency, referring to his intellectual autonomy while displaying this
issue, how he tackled the theory of latency relying on his natural philosophy and
his religious culture, the research has also examined the stance of Islam towards
the theory of latency. The research has applied the inductive, analytical,
descriptive and critical approaches throughout tracing the early appearance of
latency and its phases highlighting the approach of those who claimed latency
as a theory. Next, the research has examined latency critically and displayed the
stance of Al- Nazzam towards such theory. After that, the research critically and
analytically traced Al- Nazzam's endeavor to compromise between claiming
latency and the religious texts. By the end of the research, the researcher has
summed up the findings. For the researcher, displaying the concept of latency
for Al- Nazzam was more important than writing this research since Al- Nazzam
represents one of the intellectuals of Islam. The research has also managed to
clarify the stance of Islam towards exposing latency by Al- Nazzam as well as
showing the intellectual attitude towards Al- Nazzam's latency. The research
concludes with the recommendations. For example, the research recommends
tracing Al- Nazzam's intellectual efforts related to natural philosophy and
theology to evaluate those efforts according to the intellectual disciplines and
legitimate texts.
Key words: the theory of latency, Al- Nazzam, the stance of Islam.
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