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The Arts of Arabic Poetry in the Reign of
Sokoto's Islamic Caliphate (1804- 1903 A.D.)
By: Abu Sulaymano
Department of Literature and Criticism
Higher Institute of Teacher Training
University of Maroua
Republic of Cameroon
Abstract

The first half of the nineteenth century A.D is considered the golden
age of literary output in the Islamic State of Sokoto which was founded by
Sheikh Uthman Bin Fodi in 1804 A.D. Arabic language in this era was the
language of the state and culture. On the one hand, the poet of that era was
a versifier who versifies poetry on his own considering the moral values
while introducing his ideas since poetry is just a means not an end. On the
other hand, the poet was pretentious as his scientific studies tempted him
to imitate the poetic models he met along his reading so that such
metamorphosis is considered an evidence of his skill and mastery of
poetry as well as enjoying a tolerant Islamic spirit. Accordingly, the trends
of poetry in that era were traditional since the poets rooted the tradition of
pre-Islamic Arabic poetry reviving a great deal of its descriptions, starting
from the purposes, the rhythm, rhymes and meter, or better say the ancient
poetic structure known as the poetic column. Hence, a great deal of poetry
in that era was similar to the traditional poetry as we would notice in all
the models examined in this research. Along the pages of this research, the
researcher tries to highlight the purposes of Arabic poetry in that era. The
research consists of an introduction, two chapters and a conclusion. As for
the first chapter, it is a historical study of the life of the founder of the
Islamic State of Sokoto. It gives a succinct reference to his life whereas
the chapter is a general overview of the objectives of Arabic poetry in that
era. The research applies the descriptive-analytical approach of studying
texts as well as the historical method to form, in a way or another, what
may be seen as an integrated approach on which the whole study would
rely.

Key words: The Fodian era, the arts of poetry, the Islamic State of Sokoto,
the objectives of Arabic poetry, the Hausa country.
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