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Poetic Discourse Analysis in the light of
Greimas's Theory of Semiotics
Al- Sayyab's Poem ""A Stranger to the Gulf**, A Model

By: Ahmed Ghaleb Al- Kharsheh

Department of Arabic Language and Literature

The World Islamic Sciences and Education University
Amman- Jordan

E-mail: ahmedghaleb22@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims at analyzing the poem entitled " A Stranger to the Gulf"”
by the poet Badr Shaker Al- Sayyab. This semiotic analysis will be
achieved through applying the procedural mechanisms of the Semiotic
School of Paris whose foundation was laid by the French critic A. J.
Greimas. The importance of this research rises from its objective to study
the possibility of applying the standards of semiotic analysis- identified
by Greimas- to the poetic discourse since the application and interest of
this theory relied largely on narrative works only. This research consists
of a preamble, three chapters and a conclusion. The preamble displays the
basic principles of Greimas's semiotic theory. The first chapter deals with
the semiology of the thresholds, the title, the beginning and the end. The
second chapter handles the superficial level and the narrative content. As
for the third chapter, it is devoted to the deep level which includes minor
units of significance and the semiotic square. Finally, the research
concludes that the semiotic theory of Greimas can be utilized to analyze
both poetic and narrative texts.

Key words: Al- Sayyab, Semiology, Greimas, Semiology of the
thresholds, superficial level, deep level.
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