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The Objective Correlative in the Poetry of Doctor Zahran Gabr
A Critical and analytical Study

By: Mohammed Ahmed Abdel-Rahman Soliman
Department of Arabic Language and Literature
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Men in Cairo
Azhar University

E-mail: MohamedSuleiman521.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This research demonstrates an important issue in the field of modern literary
criticism, namely the objective correlative coined by T. S. Eliot in some of his writings.
The researcher is determined to study the objective correlative theoretically through
tracing the concept in the modern literary criticism as well as the ancient criticism.
Next, the researcher applies the concept to the poetry of Doctor Zahran Gabr in which
the poet has shaped his accumulated experience in a figurative and delightful way
characterized by artistic creation, depth of imagery and subtle expression. Hence, such
poetry has become a stage for a multitude of objective correlatives where the poet
gives voice to his conscious sentiments and his emotional experiences which enabled
him to avoid expressing his passions reportedly. Since the main purpose of this
research is to display the objective correlative in the poetry of Doctor Zahran Gabr, it
is also keen on showing how the poet employed it in an inspirational way that is far
away from direct or explicit expression but rather implicit and signalized. The
researcher applies the deductive approach based on tracing and deducting the objective
correlative all through the creative experiences relying on the artistic approach in
analyzing and interpreting the selected texts as well as highlighting the obscurity and
content of such texts. The research has concluded that the objective correlative was
evident in the experiences of the ancient poets of the era before Islam. In addition, the
poet who relied on such style was basically relying on symbolism, inspiration and
disguise. Moreover, Doctor Zahran was influenced, in many of his experiences, by the
poets of Sufism who used symbolism in shaping their feelings, romantic or
bacchanalian allusions especially in the experiences where the religious symbols
become objective correlatives of their emotions and feelings. Another finding of the
research is that the environment with all its visual and sensible imagery constituted a
source of inspiration for the poet. This source of inspiration enabled the poet to express
his anxiety and his fears. The poet has also introduced the worries and concerns of his
society, whether they were positive or negative, in an attractive poetic form.
Accordingly, this poetry is due to be studied stylistically so as to identify its objectives
and profound content in order to clarify the underlying meaning

Key words: objective correlative, Zahran Gabr, literary criticism, symbolism,
inspiration, allusion
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