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The Impact of the Third- Century A.H. Jurisprudential Schools on
the
Jurisprudence of Imam al- Bukhari (Hejaz School as a Model)
An Applied Juristic Study

By: Abdel- Rahman Nouri Ahmed Al- Mettawah
Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Basic Education
The Public Authority for Applied Education and Training
The State of Kuwait
E-mail: nory20@gmail.com
Abstract

As a matter of fact, Imam al- Bukhari, author of Sahih al- Bukhari, is one of
the Imams in both fields of jurisprudence and Hadith. A great deal of the ancient
and modern scholars handled the jurisprudence of Imam al- Bukhari whose
output has been shaped in authentic interpretations within his Sahih book.
Accordingly, a number of independent publications which are keen on
collecting his juristic and fundamental views have come out, especially those
views which coincide with the views of any of the four juristic schools. Despite
the fact that Imam Bukhari's jurisprudence developed through his independent
thinking and his personal views, one would find that the age in which al-
Bukhari lived (194- 256 A.H), from the beginning of the third century A.H till
its middle, was an era in which juristic schools flourished, especially in Iraq and
Hejaz. Imam al- Bukhari was renowned for his travels. It was narrated after him
that he said" | travelled to the Levant, Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula twice,
to Basrah four times, stayed in Hejaz for six years but | do not know exactly the
number of times | got into Kufa and Baghdad". Imam al- Bukhari met a large
number of scholars may be more than one thousand. Undoubtedly, he was
influenced by the men from whom he received his knowledge exactly like those
who preceded him. Therefore, this research traces the influence of Hejaz school
as a model of the jurisprudential schools in the time of Imam al- Bukhari.
Accordingly, this perspective requires seeking the most outstanding currents of
jurisprudential thought followed by Hejaz jurists in the third century A.H.,
where exactly one can find clear traces of such currents in the jurisprudence of
Imam al- Bukhari and how far have they influenced it? To answer those
questions, this research is designed to find out about the impact of Hejaz school
on the mind of Imam al- Bukhari through identifying the jurisprudential currents
whose impact can be detected in the jurisprudential thought of al- Bukhari. In
addition, the research studies, analyzes and compares the authentic Hadiths
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included in the chapters of the Sahih book of al- Bukhari. The research has
found out that Hejaz school was one of the schools that were dominant in the
third century A.H. This school held a high position and great interest in between
the Muslim scholars. One of the most dominant jurisprudential currents of that
school was the current of impact tracking that had been utilized largely in
understanding the very difficult issues concerned with jurisprudence. Moreover,
there was the phenomenological current which did not mostly favour
overinterpretation unless there was a pending need. The third current was that
of piety which believed in not seeking multiple views. Finally, the researcher
managed to find manifestations of these currents in the jurisprudence of Imam
al- Bukhari as embodied in his diligent views regarding a number of
interpretations included in the Sahih and some independent jurisprudential
messages.

Key words: al- Bukhari, schools, view, diligence, Hejaz School
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