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The Orientalist Harald Motizki and his
Approach of Historicizing Hadith Narrations
An Analytical Study

By: Mohammed Salem Al- Shighaibi Al- Shehri
Majored in Philosophy and Religions
Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Sharia and Osoul EI-Din
King Khalid University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: shehrimsh@gmail.com
Abstract

This research studies Harald Motizki's, the German orientalist,
approach of historicizing Hadith narrations. Motizki's new approach
makes use of all the early Hadith resources, the books about discredited
and endorsed narrators of Hadith as well as the books of the trustworthy
men. This approach has also relied on studying the text, chain of
transmission and the narrations of the great scholars of Hadith whose
narrations were collected in Hadith encyclopaedias and which criticized
the sources. Motizki has followed certain standards for studying texts of
Hadiths and their chains of transmission, analysing the way of narrating
Hadiths by those who collected them from their Sheikhs so as to ivestigate
the authenticity of Hadiths and the time they were originated and handled.
The research has achieved unique findings which are different from what
has been reached in prior oriental studies which generally doubted the
credibility of Hadiths and did not consider them as historical resources of
early Islam. According to Motizki, every verified Hadith, by scholars, is
authentic until else is proven. Moreover, a great deal of the Hadiths he
studied were truthfully related to those who narrated them, and they had
early roots connected to the era of Prophet Muhammad Peace be upon
him. They were not, in any way, a product of forgery or fabrication.
Key words: Hadith narrations, historicizing Hadith, orientalism, Harald
Motizki, chain of transmission, criticizing sources.

e T V| ‘}g-—%———


mailto:shehrimsh@gmail.com

M««Maj@giuy)u!g@yu!Ml 9 5 56 ~ et Deig o1 " B g St o 5 § plied| 2 ;éi

* 3

Y]

---WTWMTJn&Myjdbpw‘ﬂwanw‘
a5 0 5 Sl Lo j3lean g ool Sl g ol Gnl s 3 1 55 831 i) sl 5L
Ghag b el adg) dsu Wl deudlly doeall el o Slual sus Slul )l eda 555
5yl g aimg i gy )l I | O s Slasaal § Lgws Baliza Yl
R INEN PV PRSI T T I L VSONE Y4 3 SECHIM PR PR PYEKN ANt JOU S R 2P
s o Al i)y ey )1 Lgillans Bomn s B jnedl Lgisle (oo Bt & el 5L
o S Y1 oA eVl s oSl Bl ade ST 5 J] Al 53l
5 e oo &3 izl bl 4 mubmn 85 T o g cpl S pomall 5 Llownal
Lloa] bl 8 ol 85 Lgilinany byl AItan 3 hadl Goond J g 95 dgelins
G I G 0,2 (3 B Aednad) laazoeall 5 5ha5 B s 3 Y] Lgho oy 53LiaeS
ww‘&u‘j}jd)b}rbcﬁ—Qwa.U‘e.lAr.G}SLoS—QJJj%.bJ‘GAL‘{;@JHMQ‘
315 = TS ¥ Sl ] b pmmanasiiall s Al eyl e ok im0 iy Lgaslts s A ol
Bo bl (8 ptnanedl gralio (§ JulddlBale] ) 5 55 3t ol 3 5 Cilises (615 g = B 1 5ilS
S ool il $Y 38 5 ol e AsS¥) g pdl I gl Bl o W dony
a5l 45w )l Loegie by Cadoudl dul ol sl ((Harald Motzki)  Susse A,
g Lo LBl sk ol J) oo 59 o A1 § 3 predl Jloell 1da B Ll s o g0
S8 e 3398 polaedl iy AN Syl 3 Aol Sl g el Il (5 58 0 Sl e A3
BT SCRUEIRES Y- NN PRSP PSS BE YO IW [ SR PO NN [PRRWE RS
Jeois Lo gas  Suigo oy Logas 1 ptanll oyl sll G g5l o) o]

ot O, Ol b yslans g gze el § aslie Gu b o ol g el el dsls

AR
———W———é}\ (A VE——%——
p S g



31 Aoy 300 e B paltg duma D 5oty Al dopadalt Aok iﬁ&;

oI 3 o F Y1 8 el Sl e g 4 lie
+ Cond| AUSe
Coudl § Aol Sl g el B3led ol dpaondl 51 " W1 AKe § il ol 1 ity
Ol i) 55 A Aol iy pall Sl 01 318 Tm oot o 15 € ol 12
Giogoes o opolany CuslYI g ) ASiad L ;s & gl 2l g aoudlss A g aelie
lploeal oy e Loy Ll condl A1y e mald] 0,0 o 231,221 Sl )l B
L <hdl ezl Ul m,i;\;wgﬁyééig‘wéuyaggw,suju,ﬂw
By b Jlessal 3 WY 1 g dow oA 38 5 lhadl byl Blw 3 o5 Snaisy 2o
8 5bacdl 33,550 i e (g e BLai¥ly Lo i sald BT Lol o guail] " 11"
45 3 prn (3 Sd g0 ) 2 ooV 1 8] 5 s Bl 3 IS g0 el altSCam La iy L
Sl ol jsks s sl 850 sllas] Say o o] Sl el @ju a L
Aol g ol e, § g g Ghat Lod Byutond] 231 Yl
1 Soud! f9ag0 )i s
e U3 5 505
A1 a1 Sl B g padl W (3 &Sl p ladly cpditnitiall oy 45T gadl Cinns-
AB Go b e el s s P JUEEPRE TN RCH I PR AW 2N [ ST TS
N T D)
El 3 ol o8 ColS o iy Ll dlns (3 Sdpe M a O pinendl g Y
OISEL P INY IS-xSEU P PIOE W Py YRS SN TS A APRRPE PR YU
Ayl 0§ penizio oSl )
s Eondl Bl
I Bl J g el 1ia Ol goeass
NS O [FCHARWE WGV JCRM PRV E RIS /JCHIPPN] ieal 5lo =)

e T V| /q\g-w———



AN ot sl 350 e D! bt - et Blg o1 "y B g g Sipn )2 Bl

sl gl Ll § 4 )lhes g (K30 A0 B el 5 50 (5 Lo 5 3a o0k
LU & gl
om SNV e 5 oo gl Bl Byl AN 3 polaedl  omgnedl 5 sl lghs) ¥
Gl s Gokes ) 8 il 0 o0l 5l s 0 B s S o B
e slas y osl=
+ Sond | gt
A bl o Coudl ge 555 2
Jym,bg:@u’w@‘u%;é_dyuf@ng‘wbﬁqmpﬂm -
e W1 gl dpod) g podl J s bl 5 8 Lgt3U A1 & o gl Ll
g ke LLaR 13 § o0 S o8 b)) pralin g aomgin o Bl bl -
2 A e Sy
S g0 A8 5 5o el g ade Ll s (5T e oy 453l o EoUl g o
Ay aadl Sl b G ey lie
3 e 3 guk>
P IF TSP PPN PR m,uj&;g;..:y Wsols A Lladl S Jsls 4 panald
e Lol jatind o JoV1 05 A 3 oY) Slrazzmally L ool L]y & 5l 5 el 421
Jelowi s e ;L £l e sl azal 5 Sl callas] ‘..Jj B o) dniamio § o
L jsbany sl g Wl e 3t i g 03 5
Sl e
A polal o Gl g gy
) sl y 15 aogin y lal ) el HLas| s ool Ui Jaiiy dodda -

¢~>r.J| S99

e et e \ V) Qe e S



¥ daaler 3 U (et Tyt e S 31 Oty i Aadadt At ;Aéa;

o ittt "o e b ey 3 el Ly adg gl -
oA B Sy lasT aly (S go ) g0 ol g1 Sontl -
NP (R RPN [ FCU PRV e E OE Rt~

Lo s g0 B o g Laslo Y ) (§ 0 el G b EIEN Bl -
.q»%@ju&géms,ﬁzww:w,nmt -

S 30 i rpiadl g Lol la el Bl -
.;,L,.a}db@w@lyjsgd!éwﬁi@,:mef.n -

T S O I VY ﬁ--===-E>O<3-=‘:==-——



;V~Y~MAJ‘MIQ3.J)UJU¢;«LU'M' g 2 6 ~ kbl Sl )" B g oS W 2 § k! £

3

e
B ) Gt B ool g 80y it
o ke balzel (Hadith Historicity) Gusb-SU _se i Cilbodl & 55 il e

o g @B SN g 05 e ) 5 20l LSz M3 g e, sLaedl
J8 oo e 5 085 JalS St 8 il o B> S5 Y s somes 3 EuslYloda ol 19
ake di) Ao ol Lty 1505 o0 85 O AU 515N &g il Al Coaldadl Sloens
ide ;6 il Lkas ¥ g doeall s Y gl 5 cisde LY S 33l pand) 2 )U\dha-’ibr.u,
oo 030 il sliaads (oYl e JoV1 s sl BLA o Y o &gl 5 50
baddl g5 LS dgals Pl G, edomal sale] § Lede I3 0f oKy Y o0 a5 dg s
a5 LS e B pmed e g jodl Ay Cosl=N1 Ll s o RTYP IOU-FIPRER W]
s S 50 S5 9 450,55 55 V) el pomedl 5 5 o 5 | paany SJ ol3Led
| plie aal- 1 8lasd Ly ) 5 Liw Lions 0 gy Sy oy - )9 31 oDl shally 5 lnedl
Bl 38 83,1 0 Sl el Dl Fde Mo 2y 1505 100 e elode i i L]
Auuont! Tig 1 Julod 90 il sgaitly . "Dating e 11" aed Lhos (§ el gl ey il g
Joluidly sagladl (B Dlgull old dwd Gy ! dudvo ) 544N Ajal GuM sl gid! o

() 139 a9 48> _alB 3 48 yaag . (irculation emergence and)

;L_.\JH_»JE.»J.LG‘}MV_»UJ‘ Y\%J\JLAﬁL@gw;b-)UCJLJWJ
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