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Seeing Almighty Allah for Ibadhites

A Critical Study
By: Nada Fayez Oudhah Al- Qushairi
Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Sciences and Arts in Al- Namas
University of Bishah
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
E-mail: algshuri@kku.edu.sa
Abstract

The research at hand aims at revealing the fallacy of Ibadhites' belief concerning
the issue of seeing Almighty Allah in the hereafter. The research is keen on negating
the Ibadhites' allegations as well as their misinterpretation of the legal texts. The
research is also keen to display the true and correct meanings of such legal texts in
accordance with the general consensus of the Sunnah and Muslim creed which is in
compliance with what has been revealed in the Holy Qur'an and mentioned in the
traditions of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) concerning the issue of seeing
Almighty Allah in the hereafter. The research applies the inductive, analytical and
critical approach. One of the findings of this research is that the Ibadhites is a group of
Kharijites (dissenters) who was widely known during the late Umayyad State. The
ideas of such group disseminated in Kiifa and Basra then they became fashionable in
Morocco up till the present day as well as in the Sultanate of Oman. Regarding the
issue of seeing Almighty Allah, the Ibadhites advocated an adversary attitude to that
of the Muslim forebears. They relied on intellectual evidence to denounce seeing
Almighty Allah. In turn, they utilized handed- down evidence which complies with
their delusion, the approach of the Mu'tazila (isolationists), Jahmites, Zaidites and the
Imamates. They even relied on the evidence inherited in the Musnad (source book) of
Al-Rabea Ibn Habib whom they considered their accredited source book but in fact,
this book is both a fallacy and made up as it includes a weak and trumped up narrations.
The Ibadhites cling to these narrations so as to support their delusion which is
rationally inacceptable. The fallacy of Ibadhites' criterion has been proved since it
relies the Hadiths which denounce seeing Almighty Allah in this life to negate seeing
Him in the hereafter. In addition, the requisites of seeing Allah; advocacy, allocation,
the way and the conditions upon which the Ibadhites based their rejection of seeing
Almighty Allah rationally are all false because they judge the creator in terms of the
created. Moreover, disregarding the solitary traditions in creed- related affairs is illegal
since the authentic Hadith of the messenger of Allah must be considered whether it is
recurrent or solitary. The most important recommendation of this research is that the
danger of such groups should be considered and highlighted as well as their wicked —
beliefs so as to warn people against following them.

Key words: seeing Almighty Allah, Ibadhites, Kharijites, creed, interpretation
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