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The Qur'anic Rhetoric beyond Utilizing Synecdoche
where the part is made to signify the whole,
Human Organs and Senses as a Model
By: Haya Zayed Al-Mutairi
Department of Islamic Studies
Faculty of Basic Education
The Public Authority for Applied Education and Training
The State of Kuwait
E.mail: Nomas4ever@hotmail.com
Abstract

The research at hand traces the Qur'anic rhetoric beyond utilizing a certain
type of synecdoche, namely the one where the part is made to signify the whole.
The research is concerned only with the parts where such type of synecdoche
signifies human organs as a model in order to clarify the rhetorical purposes
beyond utilizing this type as well as exploring the rhetoric of the Holy Qur'an
and Its inimitable rhythm. The research is also keen to highlight the perfect use
of synecdoche which constitutes an aspect of the inimitability of the Holy
Qur'an. Accordingly, the main issue of this research is to find an answer for the
following question; What are the rhetorical aspects of utilizing the synecdoche
where the part signifies the whole in the Holy Qur'an? The research includes
two chapters and a conclusion. The first chapter satisfies two requirements; the
definition of synecdoche and the rhetoric of utilizing it. The second chapter
includes an application of the study based upon instances from the Holy Qur'an
related to human organs where synecdoche is signified by partial relation. This
chapter contains twelve requirements which display the statements of the
scholars and interpreters on every instance where synecdoche is utilized in the
Qur'anic context. In conclusion, the research has highlighted some important
findings. For example, it has shed light upon an aspect of the inimitability of the
Holy Qur'an through exploring the rhetorical expression based upon synecdoche
on condition that the part that signifies the whole is relevant to the meaning of
the whole.

Key words: synecdoche, Qur'anic rhetoric, rhetorical purposes, human senses
and organs, inimitability
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