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Criticizing the Texts of Hadith by Scholars who adopted
History A Comparative Study

By: Youssef Goudah Yassine Youssef
Associate Professor of Islamic Studies
University of Taiba

Al-Madinah Al-Munawarah

e.mail: yousf.gouda@gmail.com
Abstract

Undoubtedly, Hadith has substantially benefited from history to the extent
that history has become entangled with Hadith since the testimony of
history is unparalleled. In addition, the testimony of history is more
preponderant in proofing the series of narrations especially in case of
disagreement. This innovative and original research investigates the
methodology by which critics of Hadith used history to criticize the main
texts of Hadith. Such methodology investigates the preponderant
narrations based upon historical clues approved by both historians and
scholars of Hadith. Accordingly, this research has specified seven axes to
show how scholars of Hadith linked criticism to history by means of
unruffled scientific neutrality releasing the strict criteria utilized by
scholars of Hadith. Moreover, the research includes definitions of the
concepts involved in the study as well as an exposition of the various types
of criticism employed by Hadith scholars. Besides, the research has
handled the relationship between the critics of Hadith and the historians
emphasizing the aspects around which they agreed or disagreed. In
addition, the research introduces a collection of models and examples
which stress the originality of history as a means proposed by scholars of
Hadith for criticizing the texts of Hadith showing their benefits and
importance. Finally, the research concludes with the most important
findings and recommendations.

Key words: Hadith, history, scholars of hadith, historians, historical
evidence.
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